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LESSON TWELVE
YOUR PASTOR & LEADERS
HEBREWS 13:17
First Things First

God has given us a method of checks and balances to keep us in the truth now that we are saved. Our future success and salvation in the end relies upon our heeding God’s Word. We do that by seeking and obeying the spiritual and Biblical leadership. The Ethiopian eunuch asked Philip how he could understand Isaiah (the Bible) unless some man should guide him (Acts 8:30, 31).
We must be willing to submit ourselves to those in authority over us. It is they who will guide us to salvation. 1Peter 5:5 says we should submit ourselves to our elders.

When we found salvation, we were not turned loose to do as we please. Rather, God has given us guidelines, controls, disciplines, and teachers to instruct us and to watch over our souls.

What the Bible Says

We must realize that without the Bible, God would probably be unknown to us today. Only a few of the witnesses at Calvary and those who were present on the day of Pentecost would have the privilege of experiencing this great salvation. No wonder David said, “Thou hast magnified thy word above all” Psalms 138:2.
God’s Word should be the final authority by which we judge our lives, sermons, rules, doctrines, spiritual gifts, etc. It is the only standard with which we may judge our lives, so make God’s Word the center of your life.

1. God’s Word is given by inspiration (2 Timothy 3:16).

2. God’s Word gives bread to the eater and seed to the sower (Isaiah 55:9-11).

3. All should study the Bible (2 Timothy 2:15).

4. God’s Word was written that we might believe (John 20:31).

5. God’s Word was given that we may be admonished (1 Corinthians 10:11).

6. God’s Word was written that we know we have eternal life (1 John 5:13).

7. Never measure yourself by anything or anybody except the Word of God.

Ministry
God has given the ministry of the church as a governing element, and to help us understand the sense of His Word (Nehemiah 8:8). From experience and the Bible, we understand that importance of the ministry having the oversight of the flock of God (Acts 20:28). Anytime a local church gets out of harmony with God’s plan and allows deacons, elders, trustees, or anyone else to control the church, that local church is in for trouble. God’s plan calls for the ministry to have this oversight, not as a dictatorial, tyrannical despot but a God fearing leader, dispensing spiritual food to the saints.

What would our lives be like without the ministry, without a shepherd’s heart guiding and leading us under the direction of God? This is not the sole agency of protection in our lives, but it is an extremely important one as we can see from the following examples:

1. Study the five-fold ministry God has given to the Church in Ephesians 4:11-14.

a. Apostles

b. Prophets

c. Evangelists

d. Pastors

e. Teachers

2. Study the three-fold purpose of the ministry in Ephesians 4:12.
a. Perfecting of the saints

b. Work of the ministry

c. Edifying of the body of Christ

Responsibilities

Many pertinent facts surround the relationship of the ministry to the body. The following two areas have a profound important in our lives. We need to study and apply these principles to our lives. These will help us in developing a proper relationship between the ministry and the saints.

1. Our responsibility to the ministry

a. Remember them that have the rule over you (Hebrews 13:7).
b. Esteem them very highly in love (1Thessalonians 5:12-13).
c. Obey them that have the rule over you (Hebrews 13:7).
d. We are to count them worthy of double honor (1Timothy 5:17).
e. Salute (greet with respect) them that have the rule over you (Hebrews 13:24).
f. We are not to muzzle them (1Timothy 5:18).
g. We are not to receive an accusation against them except before two or three witnesses (1Timothy 5:19).
2. The ministry’s responsibilities to us:
a. They are to feed the flock of God (Acts 20:28).
b. They are to reprove and rebuke with all longsuffering (2Timothy 4:2).
c. They are to preach the word (2Timothy 4:1-5).
d. They are to make disciples, baptize, and teach them to observe all things the Lord commanded (Acts 8:26-39).
e. They are to command and teach what God’s Word declares.
f. They are to give direction for our lives as Paul did to the Corinthian church (1Corinthians 5:11).
g. They are to teach and exhort believers to obey God’s commands (1Timothy 5:7, 6:2).
Offices in the Church

There are several offices in the church that we wish to explain to you in closing our lesson:

1. A Bishop is an overseer of the church. Sometimes considered parallel with a Deacon.
2. A Deacon takes care of mundane matters in the church. See Acts 6:1-6, Deacon is translated “servant”.
3. A Trustee usually acts in matters of money and real-estate.
4. An Elder acts instead of the Pastor. He/she is the Pastor’s hands and eyes and mouth. The Elder is consulted in matters of grave urgency. Even Pastors seek council of the Elders. See 1Timothy 5:1, rebuke not an elder but entreat him as a father.
5. Apostle means commissioner of Christ endued with miraculous powers.

6. Evangelist is one who travels and preaches. It has the meaning of bringing.

7. Teacher is an instructor or master.

8. Prophet is an inspired speaker of future events.

9. Pastor is a shepherd, one who watches for others.

The offices in the church dealing with ministry and leadership are important. We should respect the ministry highly and pray daily for their leadership.
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LESSON TWELVE
Quiz

1. On what does our future success and salvation in the end rely upon? _______________________________________________________________________
2. What is the final authority by which we judge our lives? _______________________________________________________________________
3. Why has God given to us the ministry?

_______________________________________________________________________

4. What are the titles of the five fold ministry?
a. _____________________
d.   ___________________
b. _____________________
e.   ___________________
c. _____________________

5. What is the three fold purpose of the ministry?
a. _____________________
c.   ___________________
b. _____________________

6. What is your responsibility to the ministry?
________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________
7. What is the ministry’s responsibility to you?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

MEMORY VERSE

________ THEM THAT HAVE THE RULE OVER YOU, AND __________ YOURSELVES:
FOR THEY WATCH FOR YOUR _________, AS THEY THAT _________ GIVE ACCOUNT
THAT THEY MAY DO IT WITH _________, AND NOT WITH _________: FOR THAT IS

__________________ FOR YOU.
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