

Date: __________

Teacher: ____________________

Student: _____________________ 

LESSON FOUR

WATER BAPTISM

MARK 16:16 & 1 PETER 3:21

Definition

BAPTIZO – Greek word meaning to dip, immerse, or to bury

Must We Be Baptized?

John 3:1-6 Jesus spoke to Nicodemus and told him that he must be born again. When asked how this was done. Jesus told Nicodemus that he must be born of the water and of the Spirit. Notice that Jesus said he must be. There was no room for argument. Baptism is not an option, it is a must.
In Acts 2 Peter answered the question, “Men and brethren what shall we do? With…be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ…”
In Mark 16:16 Jesus said, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved”.

How Must We Be Baptized?

Acts 8, the Ethiopian eunuch said, “Here is water”, indication of much water. Philip and he went down into the water and came up out of the water. This signifies that they went and stood in the water.

John 3:23, when John the Baptist baptized in Aenon he did so because “there was much water”. Much water was required because he dipped or immersed or buried them in the water.
Why Must We Be Baptized?

There are many scriptural reasons for baptism. Let’s look at the six listed below:

1. Baptism is for the remission of sins.
Jesus said that repentance and remission of sin should be preached in his name beginning at Jerusalem. There is a difference in forgiveness of sin and remission of sin. We are forgiven at repentance. Our sins are remitted (washed away) at baptism.
At Jerusalem in Acts chapter 2, Peter said, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost”.

2. Baptism is for the washing away of sins.
Paul was command by Ananias to….. “arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord” (Acts 22:16).
1 Corinthians 6:11, “And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God”.

3. Baptism is part of the “New Birth experience.
John 3:5, “Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God”.

Titus 3:5, “According to his mercy he saved us, by washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost”.

4. Baptism is a washing and cleaning of the conscience.
1 Peter 3:21, “The like figure where unto even baptism doth also save us (not the putting away of filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ”.
Hebrews 9:14, “How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God”?

5. Baptism is a burial.
Romans 6:3-4, “Know ye not, that so many of us as we baptized unto Jesus Christ were baptized into his death. Therefore we are buried with whom by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

6. Baptism is taking upon our selves the name of Jesus Christ.
Galatians 3:27, “For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ”.

Romans 13:14, “But put ye on the Lord Jesus”.
2 Timothy 2:19, “Let everyone that nameth the name of Christ depart for iniquity”.

James 2:7, “That worthy name by the which ye are called”.

See Acts 4:12, “There is none other name”!!!

When Should I Be Baptized?

Immediately upon repenting of your sins you should be baptized to wash away your sins.

Acts 2:38, “Peter said ….. repent and then be baptized”.
Matthew 3:5-6; “During the days of John the Baptist, the people come confessing their sins and then John baptized them”.

What Name Should Be Called Over You In Baptism?

A lot of people ask, “Does the name even matter?” As we shall see in this portion of the lesson, the name is very important. Pay attention to the formula of baptism and the direction Jesus gives the Apostles…
In Matthew 28:19 Jesus said to “baptize in the NAME of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost”. In Acts 2:38, Peter tells us to be baptized in the NAME of Jesus Christ. Is this a contradiction? Careful observation of both of these verses will reveal that neither Father, nor Son, or Holy Ghost is a name. These are descriptive titles and roles of the one God. When you are baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, you have fulfilled Matthew 28:19. The only safe pattern for the right baptismal formula is found in the Word of God. How was the New Testament church converts baptized? How did Jesus say to be baptized? How did the Apostles say to be baptized?
1. Jesus tell his disciples to preach repentance and remission of sins in His NAME beginning at Jerusalem (Luke 24:47).

2. The fulfillment of Jesus’ command in Luke 24:47 is found in Acts 2:38. “Then Peter said unto them, repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost”.
3. Three thousand people received the Word and were baptized (Acts 2:41). How? Peter had just told them in Acts 2:38 – in the name of Jesus!

4. At Samaria they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus (Acts 8:12-16).

5. Cornelius’ household and friends, who had just received the Holy Ghost, were commanded by Peter to be baptized in the name of the Lord (Acts 10:44-48).

6. Believers at Ephesus who had been baptized using John the Baptist’ formula, were instructed by Paul to be re-baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 19:16). New Testament believers were always baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. There is not one place or indication that anyone was ever baptized in the New Testament having the titles Father, Son, and Holy Ghost called over them!
Acts 4:12, “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men whereby we must be saved”.

1 Corinthians 6:11, “But ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God”.

Colossians 3:17, “Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and Father by him”.

What Does History Say About Baptism?

Often the question is asked, “Why do so many baptize in the titles Father, Son, and Holy Ghost if it is not scriptural?” As the church grew older (Acts 22:1-42), not only did false teachers rise up, but many sincere individuals misunderstood the teachings of the scripture. From just this setting, many wrong ideas developed.

When the council of Nicea met in 325 A.D. the Trinitarian formula for baptism was adopted. From this time forward, the trinity was embraced and the Trinitarian baptismal formula gained prominence. It was immediately after this council that the Catholic Church began to be the influence in Christian circles, and even the political world. For the next 1200 years the Catholic Church was without rival.
Then in 1517 Martin Luther began what was later to be known as the Protestant Reformation. Luther and others kept the Trinitarian formula but began to break away from the other traditional beliefs of the Catholic Church. Many of these groups still use Matthew 28:19 as a basis for baptism.

Robert M. Grant, in his book “Gods and the One God” (Philadelphia, the Westminster Press, 1986), page 53, said, “At first baptism took place in the name of the Lord Jesus, later in the name of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit…”

· Page 150, “Christian baptism….in the book of Acts, is the name of Jesus”.

· Page 164, “To be baptized in or into the name of Jesus means turning away from other names.
· Page 167, “Do the baptismal formulas and creeds set the doctrine of the Trinity? Those we have thus far described do not”.

How Important Is Baptism?

For the scriptural definition of baptism, anyone who will not submit to the cleansing of baptism in the name of Jesus Christ has not remission of sins and cannot be saved from that sin.

1. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved (Mark 16:16).

2. Baptism doth now save us (1 Peter 3:21).

3. One Lord, one faith, one baptism (Ephesians 4:5).
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LESSON FOUR
Quiz

1. What does BAPTIZO mean? ________________________________________________

2. Why must we be baptized? Explain and give scripture reference. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Name three scriptural reasons for baptism?

a. _________________________________________________________________

b. _________________________________________________________________

c. _________________________________________________________________

4. What happens when we are baptized? _________________________________________

5. What is the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost? Explain and give scripture reference. ________________________________________________________________________

6. Does it matter which name is called over you in baptism? Explain. ________________________________________________________________________
7. When was the Trinitarian formula for baptism adopted? ________________________________________________________________________

8. Is Water Baptism essential for salvation? (Explain your answer) ________________________________________________________________________
MEMORY VERSE

THE LIKE FIGURE ________________ EVEN ______________ DOTH ALSO NOW 

____________ US (NOT THE _____________ AWAY OF THE FILTH OF THE ___________ 

BUT THE ANSWER OF A GOOD _______________ TOWARD ________,) BY THE 

__________________ OF ___________  ____________.

1 PETER 3:21
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