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LESSON FIVE

THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY GHOST

ACTS 2:1-4; 38 & ROMANS 8:9-15

Our first and foremost goal must be to be saved! The steps to salvation are not difficult or enshrouded in mystery! Salvation can be readily found in the scripture. The first step is repentance, a sorrowful attitude and confession of sin. The second step is water baptism in the name of Jesus, by immersion. Now we will turn our attention on the third step, receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit.

Most of the religious, Christian world sees the infilling of the Holy Ghost as an added blessing that is optional to the Christian. But, how important is the Holy Ghost? Is it for us today or just for the apostles? In this lesson we will examine this vital subject in detail.
The word GHOST in the Bible is also translated Spirit in some places. Both words are translated from the Greek word PNEUMA, meaning spirit. So, the HOLY SPIRIT or HOLY GHOST is the Spirit of God. Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty! He is Holy!

Genesis 1, “The Spirit of God moved on the face of the waters”.

John 4:24, “God is Spirit (See Luke 24:39)

WHAT DOES THE OLD TESTAMENT SAY ABOUT THE HOLY GHOST?

Isaiah 28:9-12, Tells of stammering lips and another tongue that God would give to His people. Paul spoke of this experience in 1 Corinthians 14:21. Isaiah said that this experience would be like drawing water from the wells of salvation (Isaiah 12:3).

Joel 2:28-29, Tells of God pouring out His Spirit upon all flesh. Peter quotes much of these verses in Acts 2 and tells us that the outpouring of the Holy Ghost on the day of Pentecost was a fulfillment of that prophecy.

Isaiah 32:15, “The Spirit would be poured down on us from heaven”.
WHAT DOES THE NEW TESTAMENT SAY ABOUT THE HOLY GHOST?

John the Baptist is quoted by all four Gospel writers (Matthew 3:11; Mark 1:8, Luke 3:16; John 1:33) that Jesus would baptize them with the Holy Ghost and with fire. Jesus said that John was a Prophet (Luke 7:24-30).
Jesus said that the Spirit:

A. was like a river of living water (John 4:10-14)

B. was like being born again (John 3:1-8)

C. would be a comforter (John 14:16-17)

D. would be the power of God in us (Acts 1:8)

WHAT IS THE HOLY GHOST?

The Holy Ghost is described on many occasions throughout the scriptures. It has been referred to as.

· Spirit of Christ (Romans 8:9-11)
· A baptism (1 Corinthians 12:13)

· A birth (John 3:1-8)
· A seal, or promise (Ephesians 4:30)

· The earnest of our inheritance (2 Corinthians 1:22)

· Rest and refreshing (Isaiah 28:12)

· Spirit of Adoption where we cry ABBA, Father (Romans 8:15)

· Living water (1 Corinthians 10:1-4)

· Power from heaven (Acts 1:8)
· The comforter (John 14)

WHO CAN HAVE THE HOLYGHOST?

God has made conditional promises those who want the Holy Ghost. When these Bible conditions are met, ANYONE can have the Holy Ghost, God is no respector of persons, but will give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him (Luke 11:13). Look at these following scriptures for what the Bible says:

1) God’s promise of the Holy Ghost is to all flesh – son, daughter, servants, and handmaids (Joel 2:28 & Acts 2:16-17).
2) John the Baptist did not exclude anyone in his preaching about the Holy Ghost baptism (Matthew 3:11).
3) Peter declared the holy Ghost was for you (Jews) and all them afar off (Gentiles) (Acts 2:38-39)

4) God gives the Holy Ghost to them that obey him (Acts 5:32).
5) Those at Samaria, the Ethiopian, and the people at Azotus received the Holy Ghost also (Acts 8:1-40)

6) Cornelius and those in his home received the Holy Ghost (Acts 10:44-48)

7) But in every nation he that feared him, and worked righteousness, is accepted with Him (Acts 10:35).
8) Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation (Revelation 5:9).

Angels desire to look into this great salvation, prophets have searched and inquire diligently into it (1 Peter 1:10-12), and to think you and I can have it!

WHAT IS THE EVIDENCE OF THE HOLY GHOST?
One the day of Pentecost, the birth of the church, one hundred and twenty spoke with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them the utterance when they received the Holy Ghost (Acts 2:1-4). Gods Word is very precise in giving us example after example to this phenomenal sign of speaking in tongues as evidence of receiving the Holy Ghost. Millions have experienced this glorious ecstatic utterance when they received the like precious gift. Paul spoke with tongues more than all the Corinthian church (1 Corinthians 14:18). Numerous scriptures are at our disposal for study. These are a few of them:

1. Isaiah prophesied of God speaking through another tongue (Isaiah 28:9-12).
2. When the New Testament church began, they spoke in other tongues (Acts 2:1-4).
3. It is conclusive that the Samaritans spoke with tongues (Acts 8:1-25).
4. Cornelius’ household, who were all Gentiles, spoke with tongues (Acts 10:44-48).
5. Believers in John’s baptism were re-baptized and spoke with tongues (Acts 19:1-6).
SYNONYMOUS TERMS FOR THE GIFT OF THE HOLY GHOST

The following nine terms are found in the Bible to describe the experience of the infilling Spirit. Different writers of the New Testament use them interchangeably.

1. Baptism of the Holy Ghost – Ephesians 4:5; Matthew 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; Acts 1:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13.
2. Filled with the Holy Ghost – Acts 2:1-4; 9:17.

3. Gift of the Holy Ghost – Acts 10:45; 2:38; 11:17; 8:20; Romans 5:5; 6:23.

4. Receive the Holy Ghost – Acts 8:15-19; 10:47; 19:2; John 7:37-39.
5. Holy Ghost come upon you – Acts 1:8; 19:6.

6. Poured out – Joel 2:28-29; Acts 2:17; 10:45.

7. Sent down from Heaven – 1 Peter 1:12.
8. Sound down from Heaven – Acts 2:14

9. Holy Ghost fell – Acts 8:16; 10:44; 11:15.

10. Shed on us – Titus 3:5-6; Acts 2:33; Romans 5:5.

When Cornelius and his household were filled with the Holy Ghost (Acts 10:44-48), four of these terms are used in five verses (fell, poured out, gift, and receive). Yet, it was only one experience.

WHY IS THE HOLY GHOST SO IMPORTANT?

God’s Spirit is very important to us in our lives. It is a very sacred thing, so much so that Jesus warned us not to blaspheme (speak against), the Holy Ghost. Forgiveness can never be obtained for this sin (Mark 3:28-30). Blasphemy against the Holy Ghost is an unpardonable sin.
Great stress is laid upon the importance and the essentiality of the Holy Ghost in the Bible. There are three basic and very important reasons for the Spirit of God to dwell in each Christian:

1. It is necessary for salvation (Romans 8:9-11; 1 Corinthians 12:3).

2. It will lead us into all truth (John 16:13).
3. It acts as a discerner and intercessor (Romans 8:26).

Once a person has accomplished the steps of faith, repentance, baptism, and has received the Holy Ghost, his salvation from sin is complete. Though this may sound like a difficult thing to do, it can be achieved in your life easily and quickly. It is your responsibility to believe and repent. Allow the minister to baptize you, and then God will baptize you with Holy Ghost. This is Bible Salvation.

SO WHAT IS SALVATION?

Salvation is described in the Bible in many different ways. Here are just a few:
1. A washing – Cleaning comes through the blood, water, and Spirit as a result of our obedience to the Word of God (John 13:10; 1 Corinthians 6:11; 1 Peter 1:22; Revelation 1:7).

2. A resurrection – Being saved from sin is compared to being quickened (made alive). And raised-up (resurrected), according to Paul (Ephesians 2:1-6; Colossians 2:13; Romans 6:1-11).

3. A birth – What a beautiful description of our salvation. Imagine a newborn babe coming into the world to behold its beauty for the first time; He then grows up to enjoy all the exciting things life brings. When one is born into the family of God, he is nourished by the Word, and grows up to be a useful worker for God (John 3:1-8; 1:13; Galatians 4:24; 1 Peter 1:23; 1 John 2:29).

4. A circumcision – Spiritual circumcision of the heart (Jeremiah 4:4), is completed when we obey Acts 2:38. Water and Spirit baptism combined fully circumcises the heart, making one a Jew inwardly (Romans 2:28-29). Also, look at Philippians 3:3; Colossians 2:10-13; Galatians 3:29.

5. A translation – Spiritually we are translated into the kingdom of his dear Son (Ephesians 2:6; Romans 6:4-5; Colossians 1:13).

6. Being in the Kingdom of God – God’s kingdom is a spiritual entity that we become a part of being born again (John 3:1-8; Romans 14:17; Acts 8:12; Luke 12:30-31; Matthew 16:19; Mark 12:34).
7. Being saved – Salvation is accomplished in our lives by the washing of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Ghost (Titus 3:5; Acts 2:1-4; which comes through obeying the gospel (1 Corinthians 15:1-4)

8. Being a new creature – creature in this instance means “creation”. Only in and through Christ can we become new creatures (2 Corinthians 5:17; Galatians 6:15).

Stephen, the first martyr of the church was declared to be FULL of the Holy Ghost (Acts 6:3,8). May we all attain that wonderful level in God!
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LESSON FIVE
Quiz

1. What are the three essential steps of salvation?

a. _______________________________

b. _______________________________

c. _______________________________

2. What is the “regenerative power of God”? ________________________________________________________________________

3. What does the Old Testament say about the Holy Ghost? Explain and give two scriptural references.

a. _________________________________________________________________

b. _________________________________________________________________

4. What does the New Testament say about the Holy Ghost?

a. _________________________________________________________________

b. _________________________________________________________________

5. To whom will God give the Holy Ghost?

6. Give three basic and important reasons for the Spirit of God to dwell in each Christian.

a. _______________________

b. _______________________

c. _______________________

MEMORY VERSE

AND THEY WERE ALL _____________ WITH THE ___________  ______________, AND 

BEGAN TO SPEAK WITH OTHER ________________, AS THE ________________ GAVE 

THEM UTTERANCE.

ACTS 2:4
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