

Date: __________

Teacher: ____________________

Student: _____________________ 

LESSON EIGHT
CHRISTIAN CHARACTER
Galatians 5:22-26

What are the distinguishing marks of a Christian? What are the evidences that someone is truly a follower of Christ? Our Lord gave us a simple answer for all of these questions. He said in Matthew 7:16-20:
Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?

Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.

Jesus taught us that the outward manifestation of a person’s life gives an unmistakable representation of their inner condition – whether good or bad. As a tree can be known by its’ fruit, others can know (and so can we), our relationship with God, simply by looking at our lives. The sum total of what we really are is reflected in what we say or do. Our words and deeds are an outward sign to everyone revealing our inner character.
TREES AND FRUIT
The works of the flesh and the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:19-23) can be represented as fruit from two different trees; one yielding good fruit and the other yielding bad fruit. The tree of the flesh brings forth all manner of evil fruit. The tree of the Spirit brings forth various sorts of good fruit.
1. A Bad Tree With Bad Fruit

Our old nature without Christ, was incapable of producing good character, much like a bad tree is incapable of producing good fruit. In bold contrast of the fruit of the Spirit, are the works of the flesh. Because its’ works are a result of the fallen state of the soul, the flesh exhibits the following vices:
Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

According to the scriptures above, all of these things must be discounted: sexual immorality, lustful impurity, lewdness, worshipping false gods, spells, and enchantments, intense factions, coveting, destruction of human life, intoxication, orgies and other evil passions that God’s law condemn, such as: sexual perversion, pride, laziness, unforgiving, bitterness, revenge, gossip, slander, selfishness, mocking, lying, greediness, cheating and complaining. See also Romans 1:28-32.

2. A Good Tree With Good Fruit
The good fruit that grows on a good tree are: honesty, control of ill temper, trustworthiness, hard work, generosity, clean and edifying speech, kindness, forgiveness, love and sexual purity. A further exhortation to bear good fruit in what we say and do is found in II Thessalonians 2:16-17: Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace, Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and work.

a) Good Words – Speak things that edify. Never speak evil about anyone. See James 3:1-18 and Titus 3:2
b) Good Works – Do things that edify. See Titus 3:8, Galatians 6:9-10 and Colossians 1:10
THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT
What is it?

The Bible says, “(Ephesians 5:9) For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;” The Apostle Paul tells us, “(Galatians 5:25) If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.” That is, if we profess to have a spiritual life, we should possess in our walk with God, virtues that characterize a child of the King. Galatians 5:22-23 says, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.”

Let us consider each of these godly characteristics:
1. Love (Greek: Charity)

Love is an intense desire to please God and to do good things toward our fellow man. God so loved that he gave. True love always involves a sacrificial giving of oneself.

2. Joy (Greek: Gladness)

Joy is the exultation of the soul that comes from a Christian’s knowledge that his sins have been forgiven and that he has a hope of eternal life. It is blessed happiness that shows itself in a shinning countenance and radiant smile.

3. Peace (Greek: Tranquility)

Tranquility and a calm assurance that all is well is the quiet state of the soul that godly contentment brings. Our Lord is the Prince of Peace.

4. Longsuffering (Greek: Patience)

When we consider God’s mercy and patience in dealing with us, it becomes less troublesome for us to bear with the frailties and provocation of others. We also learn to accept difficult circumstances and problems of life without bitter complaints.

5. Gentleness (Greek: Benevolence)
This inoffensive, kindly disposition shows itself – as did the Master – in a soft touch when dealing with people. It is polite friendliness and courtesy that makes one easy to approach and talk to.

6. Goodness (Greek: Faithfulness)
In the heart of a Spirit-filled person, grows this desire to do well for the bodies and souls of men. It can be detected when someone goes out of their way to try and benefit another or speak words to encourage or uplift. We should do well for all men: especially our brothers and sisters in the Lord.

7. Faith (Greek: Faithfulness)

As distinguished from saving faith and the supernatural gift of faith, this has to do with being loyal, honest and trustworthy. A faithful person will keep their promises, be reliable, responsible in duties, thorough and on time.

8. Meekness (Greek: Gentle Humility)
This means to be mild and have a balance of tempers and patience in regard to injuries and suffering. It is the opposite of anger and retaliation.

9. Temperance (Greek: Self-Control)

Temperance has to do with self-government and moderation. It especially refers to control of sensual passions and natural appetites. This would include curbing all negative habit and emotions.

HOW TO HAVE IT

We can bear good spiritual fruit by abiding in God. Our productivity is totally dependent on our union with God.

John 15:4-5 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.
A GOOD CROP REQUIRED

God requires that we bring forth good fruit. He is very patient and will take great pains to see that we are productive. However, if we do not bear fruit after His continual efforts to help us, we will be “cut down.”
Luke 13:6-9, He spake also this parable; A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came and sought fruit thereon, and found none. Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these three years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground? And he answering said unto him, Lord, let it alone this year also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it: And if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down.

Matthew 7:19, Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.

If we do bear fruit, the Lord carefully prunes us that we can bring forth more fruit.

John 15:2, Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.

John 15:6, If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.

DEVELOPING A GOOD CROP

The Apostle Peter gives us a list of things we can progressively add to the “soil” of our experience with God. These “spiritual fertilizers” are guaranteed by this man of God to bear fruit.

2 Pet 1:5-8, And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
1. Faith (Assurance)

2. Virtue (Moral Excellence)

3. Knowledge (Understanding)

4. Temperance (Self-Restraint)

5. Patience (Steadfastness)

6. Godliness (Devotion)

7. Brotherly Kindness (Affection for Brotherhood)

8. Charity (Love)

FRUIT INSPECTION GUIDELINES

Sometimes in our walk with God, it is difficult to know whether the things we are doing or saying are good or bad. It is not difficult to know that evil actions such as robbery, drunkenness, lies, rape, or murder are wrong. These are without a doubt, unlawful for a Christian. However, there are some situations we are confronted with that present perplexing questions. How can we know God’s will about our actions in those things that scripture does not specifically mention? Some things that appear to be harmless, may in reality be very destructive. Our Lord has not left us without answers for questionable activities. Although situations may very, the Word of God is filled with principles that allow us to judge every situation – right or wrong? Here are some “fruit inspection” guidelines to follow:

1. Is it good for me?
I Corinthians 6:12, All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.

2. Is it glorifying to God?
I Corinthians 10:31, Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.
3. Is it profitable and up-building?
I Corinthians 10:23, All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but all things edify not.
4. Is it a stumbling block?

I Corinthians 8:9, But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a stumbling block to them that are weak.

5. Is it a weight?

Hebrews 12:1, Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,
6. Is it what Jesus would do?

I John 2:6, He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked.

Good character is the distinguished mark of every true saint of God. Only “…by Jesus Christ…” can we be, “…filled with the fruits of righteousness” (Philippians 1:11). Spiritual fruit-bearing is brought about by the power of the Word and Spirit of God. Abide in Him and you can know the joy of ever-increasing fruitfulness!
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LESSON EIGHT
Quiz

1. According to Matthew 7:16-20, what are the distinguishing marks of a Christian? ________________________________________________________________________

2. What are the works of the flesh?
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3. What is good fruit that grows on a good tree?
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4. What is the fruit of the Spirit?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

5. How can we obtain the fruit of the Spirit?
________________________________________________________________________

6. What happens if we don’t bear fruit?
________________________________________________________________________

7. What happens if we don’t bear fruit?

a. ______________________
e.   _______________________

b. ______________________
f.   _______________________

c. ______________________
g.   _______________________

d. ______________________
h.   _______________________

8. What are the eight spiritual fertilizers?

a. ______________________
d.   _______________________

b. ______________________
e.   _______________________

c. ______________________
f.   _______________________

MEMORY VERSE

BUT THE ____________ OF THE ___________ IS LOVE, _____________PEACE, 
__________ SUFFERING, GENTLENESS, ________________ FAITH, ___________,

TEMPERANCE: AGAINST SUCH THERE IS ___________    ______________.
GALATIANS 5:22-23
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