Part Three: What happens when you don't tithe?
1 Corinthians 10:26

26 For the earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof.
Now that we have considered the possibilities that could possibly happen if every Christian tithed, let's also investigate what the bible says about those who do not tithe to the Lord.

Many people mistakenly think that our tithes are a gift from us to God. In the book of Matthew Jesus refers to the 'paying' of tithes. 

I don't know about you, but anything that I have ever paid for, I do not consider a gift...we pay for things because we are required to pay for them. 

· A gift is something that we freely give. 

· We pay our bills and our debts, but gifts are given. 

Why do we pay our tithe to God?  
Because they belong to God in the first place! 

Not only do our tithes belong to God, but so do our bodies, our belongings, our property, and everything that we could possibly call our own.

Our text says...

· The earth and everything that fills the earth belong to God! It is not just the ten percent that is His, but one hundred percent. 

· Yet at the same time, God is so generous to us that he allows us to keep ninety percent of what already belongs to Him.

He simply requires that we return ten percent to the Him so that His will can be accomplished on this earth.

Someone once suggested, “Well, if the tenth already belongs to God, why doesn’t 
God withhold the tithe and then give us the remainder?" That kind of makes sense to our human reasoning...we are used to taxes being withheld from our paychecks anyway.

I believe that God is testing our stewardship and faith. If we are not faithful and good stewards of the ten percent, how could God ever trust us with anything greater than that?

Jesus said...

Luke 16:10-11  KJV
10 He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much.

11 If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches?

For some who can't seem to believe that the tenth is His, then they obviously do not believe that the whole world is His...and if this world does not belong to God who made it, who does it belong to? 

This type of thinking leads to a downward spiral of events in the belief systems of humanity and the end results can be disastrous.

Malachi 3:8  KJV
8 Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.

9 Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.

10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.

11 And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the Lord of hosts.

12 And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the Lord of hosts.
Failing to pay our tithes, is the same as throwing money in the trash! In fact God refers to it as being robbed...when we don't pay our tithe it is the same as robbing God!

Our judicial system in America teaches us the severity of robbery. It is one thing to steal, but it is different to rob.

· Stealing is taking something that does not belong to you...we call that theft today. 

· Robbery is theft, but with the added element of a person being involved. Instead of stealing from a store...you steal from an actual person.

When you rob somebody of their money it means that you did whatever was necessary to get that money from them.

· Maybe it was by way of threat. 

· It might have been by way of force (gunpoint). 

· Or bodily harm might occur to ensure the robber gets what they want.

A robber will threaten, injure, or even kill somebody to ensure they get what they have come for.

· When we don't pay our tithes...God views it as robbing His person...you held Him up and robbed Him of His own money! You did whatever you had to do to steal God's money.

· In our society, theft, is for the most part, a misdemeanor, a minor crime.

But robbery is a felony! Meaning it is a much more serious crime, and is punishable by much longer prison sentences.

If paying our tithe was optional, why would God cal it robbery? If paying tithe were optional, why would God say that we are cursed with a curse!

There are consequences when we with hold our tithe from God...
Malachi 3:9  KJV
9 Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.

What does this mean, how is it that we are cursed, and how far does this curse go?

In Old Testament times, pretty much every family depended upon agriculture for their livelihood and their food. 

This curse affected the fruit of the ground and the fruit of the vine...the caterpillar and the locust would come and devour them. Even to the point that when there was nothing left to devour, the locust would devour the seed.

The seed represented next year's harvest, and so the curse affected much more than the immediate harvest, it also affected the harvests of years to come.

If we fail to pay our tithes, God will curse our ability to provide an income for our family, not just now but for years to come.

· The curse goes beyond our existing finances. 

· It goes to the source of those finances...our jobs.

· The seed represents all of our future, and so I believe that the curse even goes beyond our jobs. 

· Could it be that this curse affects our possessions and our retirement, our 401k?
·  How about those credit cards and the twenty three percent interest rates?

· How can anyone ever climb out that kind of debt? 

Eventually our debt becomes the debt of our nation. 

Could it be that the recessions of our nation are impacted by how we handle God's possessions?

The curse goes beyond finances.
When I think of families that are struggling in their finances...it eventually becomes much more than a financial struggle. It is a well known fact that finances are the leading cause of divorce in this nation.

Divorce causes many other things to suffer in the family. 

· Children struggle without their fathers, or mothers. 

· Without the proper guidance that God intended them to have, many of them end up abandoned, addicted, or incarcerated. 

· These same children then make the same mistakes that their parents made, and the cycle continues on and on until it becomes a nationwide epidemic.

I wonder what the possibilities would be if America as a nation started tithing to God...could it be that our nation might be healed in the process? Is it possible that revival could be rekindled by the stewardship of a nation?

The bottom line is simply this...God is not really after our money...it is about the relationship, the commitment, the faith.

It is not about the money! 
Matt 6:21  KJV
21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

Jesus said our hearts would follow our treasure. Think of the possibilities!
I want to share the experience of a well known businessman...R.G. Tourneaun...

R. G. LeTourneaun, the Christian earth-moving machinery manufacturer who died in 1969, failed often in the earlier years of his career.

Ironically, though, he made $35,000 profit one year in the middle of the depression. Puffed up with pride, he withheld the payment of his $5,000 annual pledge to the Christian and Missionary Alliance Church in order to reinvest it in the business and give the Lord an even greater share the following year when he anticipated a net profit of $100,000.

God was not mocked by LeTourneaun’s withholding of his tithe from the storehouse. Within a year, his anticipated $100,000 profit was turned into a $100,000 loss, and brought the erring servant to his knees. It was a thoroughly chastened and repentant LeTourneaun who by much courage and faith pledged not only $5,000 to his church for the year he skipped, but also the same amount for the following year—in the face of a $100,000 debt and no money for payroll. On top of that, his bookkeeper was ready to quit.

From that point on, LeTourneaun’s fortune changed and within four years, he and his wife founded the LeTourneaun Foundation comprised of 90 percent of the stocks of LeTourneaun Corp., the earnings of which financed evangelical Christian work world-wide. At one time, this foundation was worth $40 million.
LeTourneaun often said: “It is not how much money I give to God, but how much of God’s money I keep for myself.”

1851 LeTournean Doing Well In Both:

R. G. LeTourneaun told Forbes magazine, “I like to do two things. One is to design machines, turn on the power, and see them work. The other is to turn on the power of the Gospel and see it work in people’s lives.”

He did pretty well in the first department. At his death he held over 200 patents. One of his monster earth-moving machines, weighing 200,000 pounds, can cut a thirty-five-foot swath through a jungle, knocking down trees five feet in diameter and chewing them up.

He did well in the second department, too. Besides giving up to ninety percent of his income to Christian work, he would fly anywhere to speak for Jesus Christ. He is the only man to have been president of both the Christian Businessmen’s Committee International and the Gideons International.

R.G. LeTournean experienced God's curse on his finances first hand. He immediately knew what happened to his company the year that he withheld his tithe. He did not get bitter, he simply paid back what he owed to God, and God blessed his company beyond measure.

LeTournean came to understood that his tithe was his seed unto the Lord.

The bible says...

Galatians 6:7  KJV
7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.

His seed represented next year's crop, or in LeTournean's case next year's profit.

· When he withheld the payment of his pledge, it was the same as a farmer not planting a seed. 

· Without a seed there would be no crop. 

· LeTournean never had a chance of making a profit that year. 

That wasn't the curse though, that was just one of the universal laws of God....it makes sense that if you don't plant, you can't reap. 

The curse came when God caused him to lose one hundred thousand dollars. Over and above not making one hundred thousand dollars profit, LeTournean lost one hundred thousand dollars. The curse affected not just that year, but the following year...now he was in debt and would have to pay interest on his debt.

The way out of the curse was simple...pay back what he owed to God, and more. LeTournean doubled his pledge, and his fortune was quickly turned around.

I believe that one of the most upsetting things to God about withholding the tithe is that it prevents the man of God from doing what God has called him to do. 

I believe that is why God cursed Israel for withholding their tithe. We all know that the tithe is God's plan to provide for His work on this earth, and when the tithe is withheld, God's work is also withheld.

The bible says in...

Malachi 3:10  KJV

10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, 
God was so upset with Israel in this writing because Israel withheld to the point that there was not enough food in the temple to support life for the priests, and the sacred service was interrupted. (from Adam Clarke's Commentary) 
In another account it says...
Nehemiah 13:10-11  KJV

10 And I perceived that the portions of the Levites had not been given them: for the Levites and the singers, that did the work, were fled every one to his field.

11 Then contended I with the rulers, and said, Why is the house of God forsaken? And I gathered them together, and set them in their place.

· The Levites were not getting their portion of the tithe, and instead of doing the work of God, they had to flee to their fields to work and support their families.

· The house of God was forsaken because the tithe was not supporting the Levites.

When the church withholds its tithes and offerings, are they not really in essence saying to God, "We want this Gospel for ourselves and nobody else." I believe that is how God does view it.

That is why Jesus said, "Where your treasure is, there shall your heart be also." 
If our treasure is not in this Gospel, then our heart is not in it!
 God is not willing that any should perish, but that all would come to repentance.
It is God's desire for this Gospel to be preached to every nation, every kindred, and every tongue!
· Let's stay in the perfect plan and will of God, we can win this world and it begins with our treasure.

· God's financial plan is the tithe and offering of the church, and God's work cannot go forth without it!
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