How Does G-d Sign His Name?
We have now completed the annual cycle of moadim for this festival year as we have concluded the 7th festival, which is to last 7 days, on the 8th day.  That’s how it is described in Lev 23:34-39.  Many believers want everything to fit perfectly in a nice little box with a bow, but I believe there is an element of faith in every observance such that few things will fit perfectly.  But in the midst of our imperfect world, G-d has provided all we need to realize that we fall short of His standard of righteousness and we are unable to be restored based on our own merits.
Last Wednesday, we met for the final sacred assembly of the festival calendar, to thank the L-rd for his bountiful blessings this past year, and to ask him to bless us in the coming year, which for our nation and our world is looking like it might be a bit of a tough one – right now, we could face some significant challenges from the plague of Ebola and the terrorist group known as ISIS.
Our hearts go out to those who have been exposed to this disease in any way, particularly those who were taking care of those who were sick.  And then there is Isis.  With this group, our nation is experiencing what Israel has experienced every day since May 14, 1948, the need to protect ourselves from those who desire to attack not our army, but our civilian population.  As we spoke about this past Tuesday, and as Rabbi Jonathan Cahn mentions, the Assyrians, those Jonah was being sent to preach to, were perhaps some of the first to practice terrorism on a large scale.  
And we may be seeing other principles from the past coming into play as well.  During Israel’s most recent 50-day war with khamas, one side did all it could to avoid civilian casualties, while the other side did all it could to inflict them.  And despite these efforts, many of the comments from the UN and much of Europe, and even sometimes our own country, were statements of concern about Israel’s aggression.  Could the struggles we are facing today be tied to Gen 12:3 – I will bless those who bless thee and I will curse those who curse thee –  in action?  I’m not saying they are, just that they could be.  But I do often point out that as the days grow darker, our light should shine even brighter, the light of the love of Messiah that we are to show to one another and to those in the world who desperately need it even if they don’t know it.
In Lev 23:40, we find that we are instructed to rejoice during Sukkot.  Why do we need an instruction to do this?  Well let’s look at what one of the purposes of the observance is.  In Lev 23:43, we read. “so that generation after generation of you will know that I made the people of Israel live in Sukkot when I brought them out of the land of Egypt.”  Egypt and the wilderness, not the easiest times for our people.  Even going into the land of promise was a struggle as the inhabitants had to be overcome.  
It appears that for our people, Sukkot is a time to remember that in the midst of the struggles, the challenges we face, these are also times of great blessing, the Promised Land is in our future.  We rejoice as we remember that our G-d is faithful, despite the adversary’s attempts to convince us otherwise.  We rejoice not because life on earth is easy, but because Yeshua’s selfless sacrifice enables us to reestablish a right relationship with our Creator and we look forward to spending the rest of eternity in His presence.

On the first night of Sukkot, we met in the Sukkah and we thanked the L-rd for all of His blessings, especially the one blessing He provides that we can obtain in no other way, and that is the blessing of salvation.

And then, this past Wednesday, we not only observed the last of the annual assemblies commanded in the Scriptures, but we celebrated Simchat Torah, the blessing of receiving the Torah, the center of Jewish existence for more than 3,000 years.  On this day, we celebrated in the traditional way as we marched the Torah around the congregation 7 times.  Other than getting a bit winded, everyone seemed to have a great time as we celebrated having this scroll in our midst.  
The Torah scroll contains the Hebrew letters, written by hand, that have been carefully preserved over thousands of years.  This document has been the primary document of Jewish faith and provides the foundation for all that we believe.  Tonight, we start the cycle of Torah readings again, as we seek to gain a greater understanding of this foundational part of the Scriptures.  
Tonight’s Torah portion is called B’raysheet and goes from Gen 1:1 to 6:8.  It includes the account of creation, the fall, Cain’s murdering of Abel, and the genealogy from Adam to Noah and his sons.  And the portion ends with evil rampant upon the earth to the point that G-d regrets that he ever made humankind.

And we have to wonder if the evil of that day was any worse than the days we are living in now.  Paul, in his 2nd letter to Timothy, describes what things would be like in the acharit hayamim, in the last days, and let me warn you, it is not pretty.  Here’s just some of the description from 2 Tim 3:2ff:  Self-loving, Money-loving, proud, arrogant, insulting, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, heartless, brutal, hateful of good, loving pleasure rather than G-d; retaining the outer form of religion but denying its power.  L-rd, help us through these difficult times.  
L-rd, help us to understand your foundational truths as we start “in the beginning.”
A man named Ivan Panin, a mathematician, discovered some amazing things that we find in the Hebrew of the very first verse in Genesis that are tied to the number 7.  In the Hebrew, there are 7 words in the verse.  There are 28 letters in the verse, which is 4 x 7.  The first 3 words have 14 letters total.  The 4th & 5th words have 7 letters total.  The 6th and 7th words have 7 letters total.  The three nouns, G-d, heaven and earth contain 14 letters total.  And there is more, including some interesting aspects tied to gematria, which is a system of assigning numbers to letters that Rabbinic Judaism uses to make connections in the Bible.  I don’t normally use gematria, but there are some significant aspects of Gen 1:1 tied to this approach as well.

Ivan Panin started out as an atheist, but as a student of Greek, Hebrew and Aramaic, he first discovered these same types of patterns in the Greek of Matthew 1, which led him to see Matthew as divinely inspired.  He spent the rest of his life documenting the mathematical aspects of the Scriptures.  Here’s just a little bit of what he found in Matthew 1.
Verses 1 through 11 give the genealogy of Messiah from Abraham through the captivity.  There are 49 words in the passage.  28 words begin with a vowel and 21 begin with a consonant.  There are 266 letters (7x38), 140 are vowels (7x20) and 126 (7x18) are consonants.  Of the 49 words, 35 occur more than once and 14 occur only once.  42 are nouns, 35 are proper names, 28 are male ancestors of the Messiah.
And later, in Matthew 1:18-25, we find a passage which contains the description of Yeshua’s birth.  Here is some of what he found in this passage.  The number of words in the passage is 161 (7x23).  The number of different words used is 77 (7x11).  The number of words spoken by the Angel to Joseph is 77.
Perhaps Matthew was just very skilled at this sort of thing.  Turns out, this mathematician found similar patterns in each of the gospels and even in letters written by James, Peter and Paul.  Another interesting pattern supporting divine authorship is found in the Torah.  If you start with the first Tav in Genesis, and then take every 50th letter, you will spell the word Torah.  Interesting, right?  Well, if you start with the first Tav in Exodus and take every 50th letter, guess what?  You will again spell the word Torah.  This is looking like more than a coincidence.  But then we don’t find this in the other 3 books.  However, if you go to Numbers and take the 2nd Heh, the first one is in the L-rd’s name.  If you take every 50th letter, you will spell Torah backwards.  If you go to the 5th verse of Deuteronomy, if you skip every 50 letters after the first Heh, you will again find Torah written backwards.  
So Genesis & Exodus have the Torah pointing forward and Numbers and Deuteronomy have the Torah pointing backwards.  Both pointing toward Leviticus, where if you take every 7th letter beginning with the first occurrence of the Hebrew letter yodh.  You end up with YHVH.  So we find a pattern in the Hebrew of the Torah that reveals that the Torah points us to the L-rd himself.  There is much more, but I am just giving you a basic overview.
How did G-d accomplish creation.  He merely spoke.  8 times in the first chapter of Genesis, we find the phrase, “Vaiyomer Elohim”, and G-d said.  He spoke and it happened over the course of 6 days with G-d being tired and needing to rest on the 7th day, right?  All that creatin’ wore Him out, right?  
Actually, He establishes the 7th day, the Shabbat as a day of rest, because He knows that we need to rest and in addition, he knows that we need to be reminded of His work in creating this world.  It also speaks to a future for our people, and all who would call upon the name of the Messiah for their salvation, when they will enter His rest, as it says in Heb 4:9, “…there remains a rest for the people of G-d.”
There are others, including some within the believing community, who have a different idea of how this world came to be and this has come to be called the big bang, when man discovers deafness.  Get it?  Deafness, the big bang.  The big bang is a theory, which means we are unable to prove it has happened because we cannot reproduce it experimentally.  
So even though many treat the big bang as though it is fact, it is only a theory.  Before I became a believer, I had bought into their seeming certainty, though it seems to me that if they were really confident in this explanation, they would not be threatened by other explanations.  But just let someone say that they want to teach the theory of creation or even intelligent design alongside the theory of evolution, and the deafness begins all over again, as the backers of the big bang theory scream loudly in horror over the idea that someone would have the opportunity to hear the arguments for another theory besides theirs.

I know that there are faithful Bible believing followers of the Messiah who believe the Biblical account supports a longer time period than 7 24-hour days for the creation.  And young earth and old earth creationists are both able to argue convincingly for their positions.  I will simply say I have not been persuaded by the old earth arguments thus far, though our former intern, Jay Adams, shared some of these arguments when he taught on this portion 2 years ago.  
Regardless of how long it took, Gen 1 clearly tells us that G-d is the Creator of all life.  In the Scriptures, we can clearly see that each one of us is unique and specially designed by a loving Creator with a special purpose that we are called to fulfill.
Here’s a brief summary of the creation account.  Gen 1:1 says, “In the Beginning, G-d created the heavens and the earth.”  On the first day, he creates light.  On the second day, he separates the waters.  On the third day, he creates plants.  On the 4th day, he creates the sun, moon & stars.  On the 5th day, he creates animals, and on the 6th day, he forms man, adam, out of the ground (Heb. adamah) and breathes life into him.  
In Gen 1:26, we find something interesting regarding our understanding of G-d.  It says, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness, and let them have dominion over all the earth.”  Why does it say “us”?  We have a clue in Gen 1:2.  
Gen 1:1 says that G-d, (Heb. Elohim) created the Heavens and the Earth, but Gen 1:2 talks about not just Elohim, but Ruach Elohim, the Spirit of G-d.  Do the Jews believe in two G-ds?  No.  Do they believe in G-d and the Spirit of G-d?  Yes... if they believe in the Torah.  And do they believe that a child would be born who would be called Immanu-El “G-d with us” and El Gibor, “Mighty G-d”, a description of the Jewish Messiah?  They do... if they believe in the Torah and the Prophets.  So we see that the Hebrew Scriptures talk about G-d, the Spirit of G-d, and the Messiah.  As Messianics, we call this the tri-unity of G-d.  (See Isaiah 48:16 as the clearest example of G-d’s triune nature found in the Hebrew Scriptures,)
Then the L-rd puts Adam in the garden and tells him that he can eat of every tree in the garden except one, the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  Adam is also to see if he can find a suitable mate from among the animals in the Garden.  After finding none, the L-rd causes a deep sleep to come upon Adam and takes one of his ribs and fashions a woman out of his side.  
And the man says, Whoa, man, and she is called woman.  Well not exactly, he says “bone of my bones” and “flesh of my flesh”, which kind of means the same thing.  And then we read in Gen 2:24 that the man shall leave his father and mother and he and the woman shall become one flesh, basar echad.  They will join together and become one, a composite unity, echad, just like the oneness of G-d found in the Sh’ma (Deut 6:4).  
In Chapter 3, we find that there is a troublemaker in the garden in the form of a serpent.  He urges Eve to taste the fruit that G-d had told her not to eat, and then she gives some to Adam, who eats the fruit as well.  Now they have violated G-d’s instruction, rebelled against His authority and now they know good and evil.  They sew fig leaves together to cover themselves and embark upon the world’s oldest profession, trying to hide their sins from G-d, by hiding themselves in the garden.  
The L-rd calls out to Adam and he responds that he is afraid and has hidden himself.  The L-rd realizes that they have eaten the forbidden fruit and then they embark upon the world’s second oldest profession – blaming things on someone else.  Adam says, “It was Eve who gave him the fruit and not only that, but it was G-d who had given him this troublesome woman.”  When the L-rd questions the woman, she blames the serpent.  And are things any different today?  We often blame others for our own failings, don’t we?
For their rebellion, Adam & Eve are kicked out of the garden and will no longer have access to the tree of life.  And within 10 generations, sin and evil becomes so pervasive that G-d contemplates destroying all of humanity. 

Let’s talk briefly about our haftarah portion (Isaiah 42:5-21) and the New Covenant portion (John 1:1-18), which are both based on the creation account.  In the verses just prior to the haftarah portion, vv 1 - 4 of Isaiah 42 there is a description of a servant who is sent to bring judgment to the nations.  It will not be based on his power, he won’t break a bruised reed, he won’t even speak in a loud voice, but he will bring forth judgment unto truth.  Since the meek servant is not what the people are expecting, G-d puts his stamp on the prophecy by saying in v5 through Isaiah, thus saith the L-rd who creates the Heavens and the Earth and the people who walk on the Earth.  

In the next verse, he talks to the servant, whom he has called to fulfill righteousness, the Creator will give him for a covenant of the people, for a light to the nations.  He will open the eyes of those who cannot see, He will bring freedom to those who are held captive.

The Creator is saying, I am the G-d of the past, the one who did what no man or idol can do, I created the Heavens and the Earth.  Therefore, when I tell you that I will send a servant in righteousness to bring in truth and justice, you can be sure that it will come to pass.

As we saw earlier, truth and justice are needed greatly in our day.  Every day, we are faced with the choice between Good and Evil, Right and Wrong, Life and Death, Blessing and Curse.  G-d tells us in the Torah to choose blessing not curse, choose life, not death.  He wants us to choose right and not wrong, good and not evil, light and not darkness.  
Messiah Yeshua says that He is the Way the Truth and the Life (John 14:6).  We are to choose G-d’s ways, G-d’s truth and we are to choose Messiah Yeshua, to surrender our lives to him that we might live forever in his presence.
In our New Covenant portion, Messiah is referred to as the Word, the one who was there in the beginning.  He was an essential part of the work of creation.  All things were made by Him and without Him was not anything made (John 1:3).  He is also called the light of the world, as he was similarly called in the Haftarah portion.  

This passage describes light and darkness, similar to the first day in B’raysheet.   John also started with in the beginning, but he describes how Yeshua was an essential part of the creation process.  The light shines in the darkness, Yeshua’s light shines in this world, but the darkness does not comprehend it.  The world cannot comprehend the work of Yeshua.  It is folly to them.  We are called to take the message of Yeshua to our people and to this world in a way that they can understand.
Maybe you’re here tonight, and you have not been able to comprehend the work of Yeshua.  Maybe like I thought back in my 20’s, you understood the creation account of the bible to be a fairy tale.  Maybe you did not appreciate that we have a creator who is the King of the Universe and who has a very special purpose for the lives of each and everyone here.  
Today, I know that we serve a G-d who loves us, who cares about us, who has a plan for us, who sent His son to Earth to endure abuse, torture and death, so that our sins, yours and mine, could be forgiven.  He was willing to lay down his life for our atonement.  What a blessing it is to know the truths of the Bible instead of believing the fairy tales that man has come up with.  I am not descended from an ape-man and neither are you.  I am a purposeful creation of the creator of the Universe and so are you.  My physical body will be resurrected and be immortal one day because of my trusting in his son and the same can be true for you if you will accept Yeshua’s sacrifice on your behalf. 
Perhaps you have bought into the tactics of the adversary, and doubted G-d in some area, but now you realize that we can fully trust in Him in every aspect of our lives.  Maybe you have been hiding something from G-d, or maybe you have been blaming others for your shortcomings.  You can start to do better in these areas as of now.  If you are willing to make changes in these areas or some other area that G-d’s Spirit may have shown you tonight, will you just raise your hand to signify your newly found trust in the L-rd in these areas.  This is between you and the 
L-rd.
L-rd, we thank you that your word is true.  That we are not here by random events.  That you have a purpose for each one of us.  That you are a mighty G-d, who created the heavens and the earth, and everything in them including each one of us.  L-rd I pray that your will would be done, that we would submit our lives to you as a living sacrifice and that you as our creator would receive the glory for anything that we might accomplish here on this earth.  Bless each one of us, bless our congregation, and bless the rest of our service and our Shabbat and we ask these things in our Messiah Yeshua’s name, amen.

PAGE  
8
7/20/2015

