After Four Days, Lazarus Comes Forth
This week’s portion is called Khaiyay Sarah, which means “the life of Sarah,” though here we are finding out that she has died at the age of 127.  According to my commentaries, Sarah is the only woman in the Bible whose age at her death is given.  There are two theories for this.  The first is that none of the other women would admit their ages so the writers, who are all men, would not have known how old they were.  The second theory is that everyone already knew the ages of all of the other women.  They were all 39.  Just kidding.  Look, I passed 39 so long ago, I can’t even see it in the rear-view mirror anymore.  

This week’s Torah portion begins in Gen 23 and goes through Gen 25:18.  Sarah dies in the city of Kiryat Arba, also known as Khevron, or Hebron as it is called in the English today.  We find Abraham away from the house, likely out in the fields nearby.  When he gets word of Sarah’s death, he comes to mourn for Sarah and weeps for her as it says in Gen 23:2.  
Now, for a bit of Bible trivia.  Does anybody know the shortest verse in English in the New Testament?  John 11:35.  Yeshua wept.  And why does Yeshua weep?  He weeps because he has just come upon the weeping sister of Lazarus.  Her friends who are comforting her are weeping.  Now Yeshua is moved to tears with compassion because Lazarus, El’azar, has been in the grave for 4 days according to Jn 11:17.  Yeshua has already said in Jn 11:4 that Lazarus’s sickness will not end in death, but will bring glory to God.  He also has said that he is coming to wake Lazarus from his sleep.  

Even though he knows he is about to resurrect Lazarus, he is shown as having compassion as he weeps.  I suspect he may have been weeping not only because his friend was dead, he may have been weeping at seeing the others weeping, seeing their pain.  It says in Jn 11:33, he groaned in the Spirit and was troubled.  This could also be a fulfillment of Isa 53:3, where the Suffering servant is described as a man of sorrows, acquainted with grief.  
According to Jn 11:20, Miryam was sitting in the house when Yeshua first shows up in Bethany.  Stern suggests in his Jewish New Testament Commentary that this may well be a reference to the Jewish custom of sitting shiva.  

Shiva comes from the number 7, sheva.  It is an intense 7-day mourning period following the death of a Jewish family member.  It is based on Gen 50:10 where Joseph mourns for Jacob for 7 days.  It says they raised a loud and bitter lamentation, mourning for his father for seven days.
According to the Rabbis, this 7-day mourning period is also tied to Amos 8:10, which says:  I will turn your festivals into mourning and all your songs into wailing; I will make you all put sackcloth around your waists and shave your heads bald in grief.  The Rabbis have concluded that since two of the three harvest festivals last for 7 days, then the festivals that are turned into mourning, refers to a 7-day initial time of intense mourning.  This passage is actually about the Lord’s judgment or cursing of the children of Israel for not taking care of the needy and cheating the poor.  However, there is another verse that we often quote that is about the reversal of this curse.  Zech 8:19 talks about the days of fasting associated with the destruction of the Temple that will one day be turned into days of joy and gladness and cheerful feasting.
When sitting shiva, the immediate family will sit on the floor or on low wooden boxes, denying themselves the comfort of the chairs in the house.  This is based on Job 2:13, which describes Job’s friends as sitting down upon the ground with him for 7 days and 7 nights, but not saying a  word during his time of grief.  Lam 2:10 says the leaders of the daughter of Zion sit on the ground in silence.  They throw dust on their heads; they are wearing sackcloth.  In Isaiah 3:26, Judah is described as follows:  Her gates will lament and mourn; ravaged, she will sit on the ground.  

Yeshua goes to the cave where Lazarus has been entombed, there is a stone in front of it.  Yeshua says take the stone away.  The people are participating in the miracle that is about to occur.  Also, we can see in these events a precursor to what Yeshua will soon experience.  As he too will be placed in a tomb, and a stone will be placed in front of it.  According to Matt 28:2, a messenger of the Lord came down from Heaven and rolled away the stone and sat upon it.  This Messenger announces to two women who had come to anoint him that Yeshua is no longer in the tomb, he has risen.  They tell Peter what has happened and when he looks in the tomb, all he sees is Yeshua’s linen burial garment. 

Here at the tomb of Lazarus, Yeshua looks up and says Father, I thank you that you have heard me.  I myself know that you always hear me, but I say this because of the crowd standing around, so that they may believe that you have sent me.  Then he shouts Lazarus, come forth.  And Lazarus walks out of the cave wearing his burial clothes.  And interestingly enough. Lazarus is not mentioned again in the Scriptures after this event.    
According to Dr. Arnold Fruchtenbaum, one reason that Yeshua performed this miracle is because it was considered to be a Messianic miracle.  To resurrect someone who had been dead longer than 3 days was a miracle that only the Messiah could perform because it was traditionally understood that the Spirit, that part of us which is not limited by flesh, and which does not die, was no longer in the body after 3 days, but had gone to be with the Lord.

Back to the Torah portion, where Abraham sets about obtaining a burial place for Sarah as we read earlier.  In talking to the locals, he describes himself as a ger, a sojourner and a toshav, a stranger living with them.  The Lord has already told Abraham that this land will be his in Gen 17:8.  Abraham has already built an altar unto the Lord in the plain of Mamre, which is in Khevron, according to Gen 13:18.  But it appears that the Hittites still own most of the land in the city.  Apparently, they have great respect for Abraham, and the sons of Khayt tell him in Gen 23:6, “You are a prince of Elohim among us, so choose any of our tombs to bury your dead – not one of us would refuse you his tomb.”  
Abraham wants to bury Sarah, not in a foreigner’s tomb, but in one that will belong to him.  He asks the sons of Het to speak with Efron the Hittite about purchasing the cave of Machpelah from him.  Efron offers to give Abraham the tomb for free, but Abraham insists on purchasing it at its full value, which Efron tells him would be 400 silver shekels.  Thus, this cave, which exists today and is currently ruled mostly by the Palestinian Authority, was deeded to Abraham long ago.  Abraham buries Sarah in the cave, and later, this cave, will also be the burial site for Abraham, Isaac, Rebeccah, Jacob, and Jacob’s first wife, Leah.
The city of Hebron was given to Kalev, Caleb after Joshua conquered the land, and it was recaptured by Israel in the 6-day war of 1967.  30 years later, the city was turned over to the Palestinian Authority as part of the Oslo accords.  Israel actually controls part of the cave of Machpelah and only for 10 days out of each year are Jewish people permitted to visit the graves of Isaac & Rebecca, which are in a part that they don’t control.  Interestingly enough, one of those days is today, called Shabbat Chaiyay Sarah, when this portion is read.

Also, today in Israel, the Jews are being accused by the Arabs of violating the rules of the Temple mount.  An area that the Arabs have access to because the Jewish people will deny no one access to their holy sites in the land.  What have the Jews done that is such a problem.  They are accused of praying on the site where their Temple stood 2,000 years ago.

The Palestinians in recent weeks have attacked civilians in Jerusalem with knives and using their cars as weapons.  The response of the Palestinian Prime Minister is to do what he always does, ignore the senseless attacks against civilians perpetrated by his own people and instead complain about the measures Israel will take in response.

In Gen 24, Avraham is growing old and he sends his most trusted servant to find a wife for Isaac in Kharan, the land of his brother Nachor.  He involves the Lord in the process by asking Him to send a woman to him who will, when he requests a drink from the local well, offer to supply his camels as well.  When Abraham’s brother’s granddaughter, Abraham’s great niece Rebecca shows up, she offers water to the servant, and also offers him some water for his camels.  The servant then asks her if she will go back with him, and she runs home to tell her family what has happened.  
Rebecca’s brother, Laban, comes and invites the servant to his house.  The servant tells Rebecca’s father and brother that Abraham has sent him and then relates the story of how Rebecca was the one who watered the camels.  He asks the men if they will let her go back with him and initially they say yes.  The next morning they ask if she can stay 10 more days, and when Abraham’s servant tells them, Do not delay me, they decide to ask Rebecca if she is willing to go right away and she says yes.  Not too many days later, Isaac is walking in a field when he sees camels approaching.  Isaac and Rebecca see each other and it is literally love at first sight, and she becomes Isaac’s wife.

In Gen 25, Abraham marries K’turah and has 6 sons by her.  But he gives everything he owns to Isaac.  Then Abraham dies at the age of 175 and Isaac and Ishmael bury him where?  In the cave of Machpelah with his wife Sarah.  After Abraham died, the Lord blessed Isaac, who lived near Be’er Lachai Roi, which means Well of the living one who sees.  
We have a very interesting haftarah reading this week.  The haftarah is chosen because we find that like Abraham, David is in a very advanced stage in his life.  He is now so old and nearing death that he is unable to be warmed by blankets, so they come up with the idea of finding a maiden, Avishag, who will lay along side him to keep him warm and who ends up serving as his nurse.  This account is provided primarily to set the foundation for the death of one of David’s sons, Adoniyahu or Adonijah at the hand of another of his sons, Sh’lomo or Solomon.  

Adonijah is getting ready to install himself as King because he is the oldest surviving son of David, but according to 1 Kings 1:13, David has already committed to having Solomon become the next king.  While Adoniyahu is having a party for his own installation as King, he hears a commotion and finds out that Solomon, his younger half-brother has become the King.  In v52 of 1 Kings 1, Solomon says that if Adonijah is shown to be worthy, he will allow him to live, but if wickedness is found in him, he will be killed.  
Shortly after this, David dies, and in 1 Ki 2:17, Adonijah asks Solomon’s Mother, Bathsheba, to intercede with Solomon on his behalf about Abishag becoming his wife.  Because Abishag was an attendant to his father, this would be seen as emphasizing Adoniyahu’s right to be King, himself.  As a result, Solomon orders his half brother to be put to death.
Earlier, we saw that there were many similarities between Isaac & Yeshua.  Now, we can see that there are a number of similarities between Abraham and David.  Both had a covenant relationship with God.  Both had children by different women as a result of human weakness.  Both of these children would cause problems for their half brother that the Lord had chosen for the renewing of the covenant of his father.  Both were ancestors of Yeshua the Messiah, who would provide the ultimate fulfillment of the promises that had been made to both of them by the Lord. 

One of the reasons that I sometimes refer to the B’rit Chadasha, the New Covenant, as the final renewal of the covenants between God and his people is to maintain the connection between the covenants.  God establishes a covenant relationship between himself and Abraham, including Abraham’s descendants.  
His descendants were established as a nation through the renewal of the covenant with Moses, the Mosaic covenant in Suzerainty treaty format, served as the constitution once the people came to dwell in the land that the Lord had promised to them, the land of Canaan, which they would call Israel.  Another renewal of this covenant relationship took place through David, where the covenant of the Kingship of God’s people is established.  

All of these covenants point to and are fulfilled in the sending of the Messiah.  He was God’s most prized possession to be offered up under the test of the Abrahamic covenant.  He was the Passover lamb whose blood delivered the nation of Israel from bondage in Egypt under the Mosaic covenant.  He was accused of being King of the Jews, one described as the Son of David, the Messiah, based on the Davidic covenant.  The New Covenant, prophesied in Jer 31, is instituted when Yeshua offers himself up as the sacrifice for our sins.  

Throughout the Tanakh, the Lord gives us pictures of his love and his plan of redemption and his provision of the Messiah to establish the New Covenant.  We see Abraham, Sarah, Hagar, Isaac & Ishmael.  We also see David, Bathsheeba, Adonijah and Solomon.  And we see that God continues to fulfill his promises to his people despite their human weaknesses.  May we trust even more in the promises of God and in the God who made them.

Tonight, we have discussed God’s covenant with Abraham, and its subsequent renewals with Moses, David, and the final renewal, the B’rit Chadashah, the New Covenant.  God has always related to his people through the concept of the covenant.  According to His word, He wants to establish a covenant relationship through Messiah Yeshua with anyone here tonight who does not already have a covenant relationship with Him.  In partaking of the New Covenant, you become a Spiritual child of Abraham and an heir of the promises that God made to him.  God will perform spiritual surgery and your heart will be circumcised.  
You may have made some mistakes in your past and the adversary would have you believe you are not worthy of God’s love.  Like David, you can trust in the Lord even when you have made mistakes in the past.  I would now like to ask everyone to bow their heads and close their eyes.  If you feel God’s Spirit speaking to your heart to accept Yeshua as your Messiah, I would like to ask you to be obedient to what God is saying to you this night.  

If you want to accept Yeshua as your Messiah, and accept the atonement that he provided through the shedding of his blood for forgiveness of your sins, I would like to ask you to raise your hand.  To say, Yes Lord, I want my sins forgiven.  Yes Lord, I want to have a covenant relationship with you.  Is there anyone.

Dear Lord, 
I ask You to forgive me of my sins.  
and I thank You for the sacrifice of Your son on my behalf.  
I thank You that Your Spirit 
can come to live inside of me,
to help me to better understand Your truths.
  I thank You for circumcising my heart tonight
and entering into covenant with me.

I now desire to live according to Your will.  


and I thank You for all these things 
in my Messiah Yeshua’s name, amen.

Matt 10:32:  Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven.  So I’d like to ask right now, if you raised your hand, or even if you didn’t, but you said that prayer for the first time, I want you to come forward and shake my hand as an acknowledgement of the decision that you have made.  This is another important part of this process.  Will you come forward and acknowledge Him?

For those who have already believed.  I mentioned David, who sent Uriah the Hittite to die so David he could have his wife Bathsheba, This took place after the Lord had entered into the covenant with David.  

But as we know, David repented and the Lord forgave him.  Maybe you need to repent for some sin, that you don’t even want to talk about because you know it is bad.  I would just encourage you to get right with the Lord as we thank Him because He will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  We may suffer the consequences, but no matter how bad we have hurt someone, no matter what evil we have done, the Lord will forgive as we repent and say like David in Psalm 51:  Lord, have mercy upon me in Your grace.  In Your great compassion, blot out my crimes and cleanse me from my sin.  Wash me completely from my guilt.  Create in me a clean heart O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  Restore unto me the joy of Your salvation.  Lord we bring to you right now a broken spirit and a contrite heart knowing that You will not turn away from us.

Thank you Lord, for forgiving us of our sins.  Thank you for the sacrifice of your son.  Lord help us to keep out hearts and minds pure as we seek to serve You in truth.  Help us to get to know You more as we spend time in Your Word.  Lord purify us that You might use us to reach those who need to know You, whether they are our family members, our friends, our co-workers or some other people that we know.  Lord we will give you all the glory honor and praise for all the good that will come from this cleansing tonight, and we ask it in Messiah Yeshua’s name, amen.
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