It’s All About the Love
Last week, we discussed two prayers that we say every week that are based on Scriptures from last week’s Torah portion – the Shema based primarily on Deut 6:4 and the prayer known as the V’ahavta, meaning, and you shall love, taken from Deut 6:5-9.  We explained that the Book of Deuteronomy is written in the form of a Suzerainty treaty that would be executed at that time between a conquering Suzerain and his conquered vassals.  The conquering Suzerain was ? Class? and the vassals were the Israelites, and often these instructions apply to us as well, hence the fact that these prayers are said in synagogues today.
Last week’s portion started the part of the treaty known as the stipulations, the requirements that the vassals must agree to do, if they want to live.  We also saw how God decided to make the Jews the chosen people.  Many times this is misunderstood, even amongst the Jewish people.  Remember Tevya in “Fiddler on the Roof” asking God, couldn’t he choose somebody else for a change.  It is important that we in a Messianic Congregation try to gain a good understanding of what  it means to be God’s chosen people.  Here is what it says at the end of last week’s portion, Deut 7:7-9:
7 ADONAI didn't set his heart on you or choose you because you numbered more than any other people - on the contrary, you were the fewest of all peoples. 8 Rather, it was because ADONAI loved you, and because he wanted to keep the oath which he had sworn to your ancestors, that ADONAI brought you out with a strong hand and redeemed you from a life of slavery under the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9 From this you can know that ADONAI your God is indeed God, the faithful God, who keeps his covenant and extends grace to those who love him and observe his mitzvot, to a thousand generations.

Let Us Pray

This week’s portion, Ekev, which means because or wherefore, because of the Israelites obedience, God is going to provide numerous blessings, some of which we just read – the fruitfulness of their offspring, of their livestock, and of their land as well as protecting them from sickness and disease.  Finally, He tells them He will defeat their enemies.  They have no reason to fear, just as the Lord brought them out of Egypt by signs and wonders, so will He protect them in the land.  The portion goes from Deut 7:12 through 11:25.
After detailing the blessings of obedience in Chapter 7, the Lord reminds the people in Chapter 8 of all that he has done for them.  How He miraculously took care of them during their 40 years in the wilderness by providing water when they were thirsty, manna when they were hungry, by keeping their clothes from wearing out and preventing their feet from swelling.  But He warns the people, you might start to think that all of these blessings have come to you because of your own power and strength.  He warns the nation that if they forget that it was the Lord who brought them into this land, they would be in danger of perishing as a nation.
In Chapter 9, we find the Lord explaining that it is also not because of their righteousness that they are about to enter the Promised Land.  In fact, the inhabitants of the land are being driven out because of their wickedness and to confirm the promises that Adonai swore to Abraham, Isaac & Jacob.  Israel’s blessings are not solely based on her own actions, but Israel is sometimes blessed because of the wickedness of the nations around her.  Even before Islaam, the enemies of Israel were mired in wickedness, the ultimate example is their willingness to offer up their children as sacrifices to please their gods.  
Today, with all kinds of land, and all kinds of oil, the Arab nations still can’t allow the Jews to be in Israel, nor can the Arabs find a place in all of their lands for their  Palestinian brothers.  They are still practicing child sacrifice, but it is as suicide bombers and fighters trying to please the God of Islam.  
The righteousness of the children of Israel often comes up short as well as the Lord reminds them in this chapter.  He reminds them of the mistakes they made in the wilderness because the Lord wants them to learn from their mistakes so that they will not repeat them in the land of Blessing.  

As is often found as part of the stipulations in a Suzerainty treaty, we find instructions as to where the vassals are to keep their copy.  It is to be placed in a location where they are to regularly read and study it so that they won’t forget how much the King has done to protect them.  They are also reminded through the treaty that as a result of all that the King has done for them, including sparing their lives, the vassals owe their submission and allegiance to the Suzerain.  We find this in Chapter 10, where the Lord tells Moses to make another set of tablets containing and God will rewrite the 10 commandments on them.  Moses is instructed to keep the Tablets in the ark of the covenant.

Deuteronomy Chapter 11 speaks specifically to those who had crossed through the Sea of Reeds, usually called the Red Sea, reminding them that they had seen with their own eyes what happened to the Egyptians.  They knew it wasn’t by their own doing.  They had seen that their God was a miracle-working God who would intervene in human history when necessary to fulfill the promises that he had made.

He also reminds them that they had witnessed the rebellion of Korah.  God could also be a God who would cause the ground to swallow up those who would rebel against His ways.  
The Lord tells them that though it had been difficult to grow crops in Egypt, particularly getting them enough water, the land that they were about to enter would be plentiful with water.  For their part, they are to love the Lord and to demonstrate their love by obeying His commandments.  It’s all about the love. 
 We find a repetition of the instruction to teach God’s words diligently to our children, to make sure we provide an example so that our children will understand God’s love as well.  We are to speak of his truths regularly, whether inside the house or outside in the world.  At all times, the end of the day when we go to bed, and at the beginning of the day, when we rise up.  In Hebrew when two extremes are described, it includes everything in between as well.  So the Israelites and by extension us, are to continuously serve the Lord, and to be teaching to our children by example.  
The portion closes with the statement that wherever the sole of your foot steps, it will be yours.  In Islaam today, there is a competing belief, which says, that any land that has ever been under Muslim control will forever belong to the Muslims.  We can see this struggle taking place right before our eyes as God’s people and the Muslims fight to possess the land that God has given to the Jewish people. 
This brings us to our Haftarah portion this evening.  This weeks Haftarah portion goes from Isaiah 49:14 through 51:3.  Isaiah has been given the understanding that the people are about to be in distress, which will occur when they find themselves in exile in Babylon.  The people will think that the Lord has abandoned them.  Why?  Their city has been overrun, their Temple has been destroyed, and they are foreigners in a Pagan land.  And you thought you were having a bad day, huh.  V14 says, “Tzion says the Lord has forsaken me, the Lord has forgotten me.”  Have you ever felt like this, or acted as though this were the case.  I know I have.  

The reason this is one of the Haftarot of consolation is because of the Lord’s response.  He says, “Can a woman forget her nursing child?”  The Lord uses a reference to what is probably the closest bond in all of humanity.  And while it is unthinkable that this bond would be broken, the Lord describes his bond with His people Israel as even stronger.  He describes Tzion as graven on his hands, with her walls ever before him, a reference to the city of Jerusalem.  

We find the encouragement that we read for our Haftarah reading earlier, in vv 22 & 23 that the gentiles, those who were at that time, godless pagans who persecuted the Jewish people and worshipped foreign Gods made of wood and stone, these gentiles would one day seek to bless Israel as they are described as carrying Israel in their arms and upon their shoulders.

I believe that we are seeing the fulfillment of this prophecy in our lives today with Christian Zionism and Messianic Gentiles.  Very few Messianic synagogues would exist today outside of Israel if it weren’t for the involvement of Gentiles in this movement.  It is a special calling of service and sacrifice as we heard this past Tuesday to be a gentile in movement that seeks to emphasize our Jewishness in an effort to reach our people with the Jewishness of the New Covenant faith.  This is a fulfillment of Rom 11:11, the calling of the gentile to provoke our Jewish people to jealousy.
What do you think is a good way to provoke the Jewish people to jealousy for their Messiah?  See if you think this will work.  Put a big cross somewhere in the front of the sanctuary.  Put pictures of the Messiah on the walls.  Call the Spirit of God the Holy Ghost.  Read only from the New Testament.  Emphasize the Greek language used in the New Testament.  Tell them they need convert to Christianity or they will go to Hell.  Tell them that all of their covenants with God have been replaced by a New Covenant between God and the Church.  Tell them that whenever the Scriptures say Israel, it means the Church.  These are how things are done in many Replacement Theology churches and one of our purposes is to educate believers on the many fallacies of replacement theology.  But, the primary purpose of a Messianic Congregation is to share with Jewish people the Jewishness of the Messiah and the New Covenant faith in a way that is meaningful to them.  
The Lord goes on to say in v1 of Isaiah 50 that Israel has brought her suffering upon herself.  He wants them to know that He has not forsaken Tzion, Tzion has forsaken him.  
Where is your Mother’s certificate of divorce?  Using a marriage metaphor, He is comparing Israel to an unfaithful wife, but He remains the faithful husband, ready to take her back.  It’s all about the love.  We see the same concept in Jer 31:32.  They broke my covenant, even though I, for my part, was a husband to them.

Our God is faithful.  We may forsake Him as a people, but He will not forsake us.  He waits, ready to take us back, if we will just acknowledge him as Lord, and admit the error of our ways.  But what about Jeremiah 3:8?  Once again, using a marriage metaphor, It says:

I saw that even though backsliding Isra'el had committed adultery, so that I had sent her away and given her a divorce document, unfaithful Y'hudah her sister was not moved to fear - instead she too went and prostituted herself. 
Ooh, that doesn’t sound too good for the Jewish people, or maybe we need to learn as Paul Harvey used to say, the rest of the story.
Jeremiah 3 is a call to Judah, to turn back to the Lord, to make T’shuvah.  5 times in Jeremiah 3, we find the Hebrew root – shuv – return, turn back to the Lord.  This chapter starts with an analogy, comparing Israel, the Northern Kingdom, to an unfaithful wife.  What happened to Israel is supposed to serve as a warning to Judah.  Will they learn from Israel’s mistake?  
According to the Torah, specifically Deut 24:1-4, an Israelite can not take back an unfaithful wife.  This is God’s instruction to the people to emphasize the sanctity of marriage, something our country has definitely lost sight of.  Once a man and woman have become one flesh, that bond is not to be broken, unless one of the spouses dies.
God has permitted divorce according to Matt 19:8 because of the hardness of man’s heart, because men, and often today, women as well, will follow their selfish fleshly desires and break the covenant vows that are made in marriage.  
God says that he hates divorce in Mal 2:16.  Divorce represents breaking a covenant, something God would never do.  He remains faithful to his wife, even though she is playing the field so to speak.  In Jeremiah 3, we find that God is able to do what man cannot.  He says in Jer 3:12-13

12 Go and proclaim these words toward the north: '"Return, backsliding Isra'el," says ADONAI. "I will not frown on you, for I am merciful," says ADONAI. "I will not bear a grudge forever. 13 Only acknowledge your guilt, that you have committed crimes against ADONAI your God, that you were promiscuous with strangers under every green tree, and that you have not paid attention to my voice," says ADONAI.  The Lord desires to take Israel back, despite her wandering ways, and all he asks of Israel is that she repent, that she admits her guilt so as not to go down the same road again.  
And then, the Lord will do what man cannot, he will take back his people, even after they have been unfaithful to him.  Because one day our people will look upon the one whom they pierced according to Zech 12:10, they will acknowledge their guilt, they will call upon his name, and in Zech 13:9, it says, the Lord will say, This is my people, and they will say, the Lord is my God.
I actually thought the message was finished at this point on Wednesday night, but as I was stopping for the night, I realized this message did not have a single New Covenant Scripture passage in it, so I decided since I had talked about God’s faithfulness to Israel in marriage terms, I would find where the Bible said that the believing community was the bride of Messiah.  The next day, as I searched for this concept, I looked up passages about the bride, and found that this term was only used for Messiah’s bride in the Book of Revelation.
How many here have heard that the church is the bride of Messiah?  Is there Scriptural support for this position?  As someone who was raised Jewish, I don’t assume that because we hear something about the faith over and over, it is necessarily true, but we must see what the Scriptures tell us, amen?  

I don’t blindly accept church theology, and we don’t accept the teaching of the traditional Jewish Rabbis when it contradicts the Scriptures either.  We seek to understand the truths of the Scriptures and how God would have us to live them out today.  

Frequently the picture of a bride and bridegroom is used to describe Israel’s relationship to God and our relationship to the Messiah, but in both cases, it is only as a picture to help us to better understand.  1 Cor 11:2 may well be just such a passage, where Paul is boasting about how he has promised to present the believers in Corinth in pure devotion to the Lord and no on else.     
The believing community is often referred to as the church, but the Greek word is  ekklesia and simply means called out ones.  Paul uses the marriage metaphor in 2 Cor 11:2 to address the temptation to follow after someone other than Yeshua as it says in v4.  Just like a virgin bride can only be pure for one husband, we are not to be fooled into thinking that there is another Messiah for us, or a different spirit, or some other good news besides the Good News of Messiah Yeshua.
In a passage about marriage and authority in Eph 5:24-28, wives are told to submit to their husbands, just as the ekklesia, the believing community, is to submit to Messiah’s authority.  Husbands are told to love their wives, compared to how the Messiah loves the ekklesia.  His love is so great, He was willing to lay down his life for them.

Contrast those two passages, the two strongest reasons people say that the ekklesia is the bride of Messiah with Rev 21:9 as we read earlier, where one of the angels said, “Come!  I will show you the bride, the wife of the lamb.”  In the next verse, John writes, “He carried me off in the Spirit to the top of a great, high mountain and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God.”  The rest of the passage contains the description of the city, made up of the most precious metals and most dazzling jewels.  The city has no Temple, because the Lord who is all-powerful, and the lamb are its Temple.  Who may enter the New Jerusalem as it is called in v2?  -- those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life – the believers of all time.  
Based on this passage, the bride appears to be more of a city, and less the body of believers.  I have concluded that defining the bride will prove to be far more of a challenge than I had ever realized, but I can tell you this.  

Now, I’ve been trying to figure out why this matters, and I must admit I am not sure, but here is what I’ve come up with at this point.  Replacement theologians would select certain verses and conclude the following.  God was Israel’s husband, God divorced Israel, God remarried the Church.  I don’t think everybody thinks of this consciously, but this position, replacement theology, seems to endorse divorce, and would explain why it is so common in the believing community.  But as we have seen, the support for this approach requires proof texting, just using the verses that support the position without taking into account their context and other Scriptures that would suggest otherwise.
The Haftarah portion closes out with a reference to Abraham and Sarah in v 2 of Isaiah 51, which is a reminder of how they desired a child in their old age, and that even after Sarah was past the manner of women, yet the Lord gave them the child that they desired, the child of Promise, Isaac.  Similarly, Isaiah is telling the Jewish people that they will soon find themselves in exile in Babylon, in the most desperate of situations.  But they have not been abandoned by the Lord, He will soon bless His people through the birth of a child, described in Chapter 9 of Isaiah as Pele Yoetz, wonderful counselor, El Gibor, Mighty God, Avi Ad, Everlasting Father, Sar Shalom, Prince of Peace.  
May we come to see that the Lord will be faithful to his promises.  He said he would send his son as the guilt offering for our sins according to Isaiah 53:10.  But he has also promised that he will return as a bridegroom, as our redeemer, giving Israel victory over her enemies, so that all of God’s people might spend the rest of eternity worshipping Him before his throne as the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords, reigning from his holy city, the New  Jerusalem.  Halleluyah.  I trust that this is going to come to pass, do you?  Amen.  Let it be so.
Maybe you are here tonight and when you came in, you believed that this world was all that there was.  You doubted whether we are created beings, but now you can see that God established truths long ago that are being fulfilled even today.  You realize that like Israel you have rebelled against the ways of your Creator.  But like Israel, all you have to do is acknowledge your rebellion, and accept the sacrifice that God has provided for forgiveness of your sins against God.  Will you listen to God’s Ruach, His Spirit?  Will you trust in the truth of the Scriptures?  Will you have your name written in the lamb’s book of life?  
His promises are sure.  He has fulfilled his promises to Israel and He can fulfill his promises to you.  You may have fallen short of his standard, but you can repent and turn back to Your Holy and Righteous Creator.  Salvation and eternal life come not through your works or your righteousness, but through His.  Is God’s Spirit moving on your heart right now?  Will you raise your hand to say yes to the Lord this evening?  Is there anyone?  
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Lord, I ask you to forgive me of my sins.  I ask Yeshua into my life right now.  I accept his sacrifice for me.  Lord I thank you for forgiving my sins, for making me clean from all unrighteousness, for circumcising my heart, for putting your Holy Spirit in me,
for giving me new life in Messiah Yeshua, And I ask these things in the name of Messiah Yeshua, Amen.

Now I’d like to speak to those who have already accepted Yeshua as their Messiah.  Have you sought another Messiah?  Perhaps the Messiah that says you can do anything you want and God will forgive you; you can live any way you want and it doesn’t matter to Him.  You can have anything you want, all you have to do is claim it.

Perhaps a Messiah that says you can treat your spouse poorly as long as long as you love me.  Or a Messiah that says you can treat your family members with contempt as long as you love me.  Or a Messiah that says you can treat a fellow believer wrongly as long as you love me.  We demonstrate our love for God by the way we treat those closest to us.  For many of us, that is not a pretty picture, but we can commit to changing that tonight.  Will you commit to loving God with all your heart soul and might, and loving those around us like we love ourselves?  Will you trust him tonight to do a miraculous work in your heart?  
Lord, we desire to love you with all our heart soul and might.  We ask you to help us to love those closest to us in this way.  May you see our love for one another and receive it as our love for you.  May we listen to the leading of your Spirit as we seek to submit and love as you desire.  May the world see how we treat one another and come to understand the love that you demonstrated by sending your son to be the sacrifice for our sins.  Lord we love you and we thank you that we can come before you and ask these things, and we ask them in the name of Messiah Yeshua, amen.
Lord, we desire to see change in our lives.  Lord, I ask you to provide shalom in the marriages in this congregation.  Lord, I ask you to make families whole, to bring about reconciliation in family relationships.  I pray that we would represent you to those we come in contact with.  That the truth of your love would be manifest in our lives.  Lord may we be willing vessels to be used for your purposes and to bring glory to you in the coming week and we ask these things in the name of Messiah Yeshua, amen.
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