Shema Yisrael – Hear O Israel

Last week’s portion, the first portion of D’varim or Deuteronomy ended with the L-rd’s encouragement that he would fight on behalf of the children of Israel; they should not be afraid of those they would encounter in the land.  G-d is still fighting on behalf of our people.  First he is fighting for them to be faithful to their creator, Secondly, he wants them to accept the sacrifice that he has provided that brings atonement for their sins, namely Messiah Yeshua.  But one day soon, Yeshua will fight on their behalf to defeat their enemies once and for all, that they might dwell safely in their land, with G-d once again, dwelling in their midst.

Let Us Pray

This week’s Torah portion is called Va’Etchanan.  It is the second portion in the book of D’varim or Deuteronomy.  It picks up 40 years after the exodus from Egypt, with the children of Israel on the banks of the Jordan River making their final preparations to enter the Promised Land.  They would have to face the enemies list of Deut 7:1 – the Girgashites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, the Jebusites, not to mention the mosquito bites and if they choose to live in caves, they will have to worry about the stalactites and the stalagmites.  

This portion goes from D’varim (Deut) 3:23 through 7:11.  Va’Etkhanan means “and I pleaded” referring to Moses telling the people that he has begged the L-rd to allow him to enter the Promised Land.  But the L-rd has told Moshe that he will be able to see the Promised Land, but will not enter into it.  Sometimes, we think we have to see the end result to have accomplished something for the L-rd.  But He can use others to complete the work that He has begun in us, amen.  Similar to 1 Cor 3:7, we may plant, somebody else may water, but who is it that gives the increase?  G-d, right?.

Besides his disobedience in striking the rock for water, another reason for G-d not to allow Moses to lead the people into the land is that they might have attributed this accomplishment to Moses.  When the L-rd instead chooses Joshua to do the job, it shows the people that G-d’s promises will indeed come to pass; and they are not dependent on any one particular human being.
Moses will eventually enter the promised land, but not until after the sacrifice of Yeshua.  In the New Covenant Scriptures, in Matt 17, Yeshua takes Peter, James and John to the Mount of Transfiguration where Yeshua is seen in His glorified body, his face shines like the sun and his clothes all become white as light.  And then who should appear but Moses and Elijah, and they start talking to Yeshua. 

There are several theories on what Moses and Elijah represent symbolically.  I think the best explanation is that Moses represents the Torah and Elijah, the Prophets.  The Torah helps us to understand how Messiah’s sacrifice would procure atonement for our sins.  And as we learn from the Prophets, He would be Imanu El -- G-d in our midst.  Isaiah 53:10 suggests that the Messiah would die as the guilt offering for our sins, but He would live again, He would see his seed and prolong his days.  Zechariah 14:4 tells us Messiah will return to Jerusalem to rule the world.  On that day, everyone will acknowledge Him as the King over all the Earth according to Zech 14:9. 
It’s easy for us to understand these truths as much has already taken place and we have the New Covenant Scriptures, but the disciples were trying to figure things out based on their expectations.  While Yeshua went about fulfilling the prophecies associated with the Messiah and performing Messianic miracles, most, if not all of his followers were expecting the Messiah to set up his kingdom and lead them to victory over their Roman oppressors.  
But G-d’s plan for the Messiah will result in Yeshua’s sacrificial death, the opposite of  overthrowing the Roman occupation.  In fact, 40 years after his death, the Romans will overrun the city of the Jerusalem and destroy the symbol of the Jewish people, the place where the L-rd had dwelt in their midst, the Temple.  As we just remembered the anniversary of this event this past week.  The 9th of Av, the date when our people mourn the destruction of both Temples, was this past Monday.
And most of the believing world did not have a clue.  A clue that G-d often uses the Hebrew calendar to demonstrate that He is in control, that seemingly unconnected events such as the destruction of one Temple in 586 BC and the destruction of the rebuilt Temple 656 years later occurred at the exact same time on the Hebrew calendar.  
We’ve seen something similar recently as well.  Messianic Rabbi Jonathan Cahn has a teaching and a book called the Harbinger.  In this teaching, we come to see that based on the Hebrew calendar, even the stock market is under the L-rd’s control.  Its greatest drop occurred when it reopened after 9/11, the day of release on the Hebrew calendar, a day that occurs only once every 7 years.  And on the next day of release, 7 years later to the day, the stock market suffered its greatest loss to that point, a loss of, get this, 777.7 points.  Are we paying attention to the signs of our times?  Or are we seeking after wisdom, or the things this world has to offer, instead of seeing the signs of warning that the L-rd seems to be providing to our nation by His grace.

I mentioned last week that the Book of Deuteronomy is written in the form of a treaty of that time called a Suzerainty treaty, executed between a conquering Suzerain or King (who is ? the L-rd) and his conquered vassals who are the Israelites, and often, by extension, us.  The first 3 chapters of D’varim contain the introductory parts known as the Preamble and the Historical Prologue.  The introduction and the history.  Our constitution has a  preamble or introduction.  How many know it?  Let’s see if we can say it together...We the People...
In Chapter 4 of D’varim, we come to the portion of the Suzerainty treaty known as the stipulations, where the requirements of the conquered people are specified.  It begins with the L-rd telling the Israelites that if they obey His statutes and His judgments, He will enable them to take possession of the land that was promised to their ancestors.  
Deut 4:1 starts out in the Hebrew, v’ata Yisrael Sh’ma, which means And now Israel Sh’ma.  11 times we find the Hebrew root sh’ma, to hear or listen or hearken, in Chapter 4 and 9 times in Chapter 5.  Israel is told by the L-rd, Hearken, listen, to the statutes and rulings I am teaching you.  Why?  So that you may follow them, you can’t just soak up G-d’s wisdom, his people are expected to act in a certain way, based on His truths.  The people are told obeying these instructions will bring life, it says, “so that you may live.”  
Obedience will result in the blessing of taking possession of the land that Adonai, the G-d of your fathers, is giving you.  Who was the land promised to?  Their fathers, right, Abraham, Isaac & Jacob, but the fulfillment is through them.  G-d gave the land to Abraham in Gen 13:15.  The L-rd says to him, “Look all around you from where you are.”  Where was he?  In Bethel, Beit El, the house of G-d according to Gen 13:3.  He is  in the hill country about 10 miles north of Jerusalem, about 3000 feet above sea level.  The L-rd tells Abraham, Look to the north, south, east & west.  All the land you see I will give to you and your descendants forever.  I’m sure Abraham had a beautiful view of Jerusalem, and without the dome of the rock in the middle.  The land promise is renewed with Jacob where?  At Bethel. 
in Gen 35:12, the L-rd tells Israel, Moreover, the land which I gave to Avraham and Yitzkhak I will give to you, and I will give the land to your descendants after you.  Will the land always belong to the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob?  Yes.  Will they always be dwelling in it.  Not necessarily, as we have already seen, the right to dwell in the land, was a blessing of obedience, but if they were disobedient, they would be scattered into the lands of their enemies.  
In Lev 26:27-33, the L-rd tells his people, if you will not sh’ma, if you will not listen or hearken unto me, but go against me, one of the things that will happen is I will disperse you among the nations.  Your land will be desolate and your cities a wasteland.
Today, the Jewish people are back in the land that the L-rd has given to them and you can be sure the enemy doesn’t like it.  He has tried several times to wipe us out completely, most recently through the holocaust.  Even today, the world demands that the Jewish people give away their land and their security, receiving only empty promises in return.  The nation coming back into existence as a Jewish homeland, was a modern-day miracle of epic proportions that the world still has difficulty accepting.
After the promise of the land based on obedience to the statutes and judgments, the second stipulation is that the Israelites are not to add to the statutes and judgments nor take away from them as we read in v2.  This was the L-rd’s covenant instruction.  Can the vassals change the instructions of the King?  No!
We find the same phrasing in the New Covenant Scriptures in Rev 22:18-19, where all the plagues of the Book will be placed on the one who adds to or subtracts from what is written in the Book.  In what some people call the covenant of grace, we find harsh condemnation for anyone who would modify the L-rd’s pronouncement of his final judgment on believers and unbelievers.  For unbelievers, they receive just what they deserve, eternal judgment for their rejection of their creator.  
Maybe you fell into this category when you came in tonight, but we will give you the opportunity at the end of the message to change that, to join those of us who have humbly called upon the name of the L-rd, and who are trying to live in obedience to His word.  We will receive judgment, but our eternal destiny is secure.  Our reward will be based on our works as believers.  In Matt 16:27, we read
27 For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works.

Deut 5 contains a repetition of the 10 commandments that the people received from the L-rd through Moses at Mount Sinai, here called Horeb.  There will be differences in this covenant compared to the covenant G-d made with our forefathers Abraham, Isaac, & Jacob.  This covenant is thought to be conditional because 3 different times, the people commit to keeping it, as they say with one voice, “all that the L-rd has said, we will do.” (Ex 19:8; 24:3 and Deut 26:17)  Blessings will come through being obedient to the L-rd’s commandments and cursings will come as a result of disobedience.
Verses 4-9 of Deut 6 summarize the L-rd’s instructions to His people as we recite in the Sh’ma and V’ahavta every Friday night.  The names of these prayers come from the first Hebrew word in the prayer.
The sh’ma includes words taken from two other scriptures.  The first part of the prayer comes from Deut 6:4.  These words are followed by an additional blessing from Psalm 72:19, which says, “And Bless his glorious name forever.”  In Psalm 145:13, the L-rd’s Kingdom is described as everlasting.  Putting them together gives us, “Blessed be His glorious name, whose kingdom is forever and ever.

From the Hebrew of Deut 6, we find that the Sh’ma consists of a proclamation to the Israelites as a community, the V’ahavta is directed to each individual Israelite.  V4 of Deut 6 says. “Hear O Israel, the L-rd our G-d” or it can also be translated as “the L-rd is our G-d”.  He is our G-d, Elohenu, the G-d of all of us, of the entire community.  The L-rd is one.  The Hebrew word for one here is Echad.  It means a composite unity, consistent with the triune G-d of Isaiah 48:16, the creator, His Spirit, and the suffering servant.  

In the V’ahavta (Deut 6:5-9), the Israelites are instructed as we all recited earlier, V’ahavta ayt Adonai elohekha, not elohenu, not our G-d of Deut 6:4, but elohekha, your G-d, and the “you” here is singular.  Each Israelite is instructed, And you shall love the L-rd your god, with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might.  
You are to have these words where?  In your heart, the place of our motivation, the place of our inner most reality.  G-d wants his words to be a core part of our existence.  This is part of the promise of the New Covenant, In Jer 31:33 the L-rd says Torah-ti, my Torah will be written where?  On our hearts.

We are to teach these words diligently to our children, and to speak of them all throughout the day, when walking about, lying down or rising up.  We are to be continuously living for the L-rd, so that our children will see obedience and blessing in our lives.  He wants us to teach them how much G-d loves them, and to help them understand the blessings of being obedient to our loving Heavenly Father.  Easier said than done, isn’t it?
V 8 instructs the people to tie these words to their hands and on their foreheads, which Jewish people do today by doing what is called wrapping Tefillin.  Anyone here ever wrapped Tefillin?   In v 9, we are told to write them on the doorposts of our houses, and that is the basis for the concept of the Mezuzzah, which means doorpost, and can be found on the entry doorpost of our building and on the doors of observant Jewish people’s homes.

In Matthew 22, when asked by one of the Jewish leaders, which is the most important commandment, Yeshua responds as we read earlier beginning in v37:
37 You are to love the L-rd your G-d with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength.

38 This is the greatest and most important commandment.

39 And the second is like unto it, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.

40 All of the Torah and the Prophets are dependent on these two commandments.

The most important commandment is about being in a right relationship with the creator of the Universe, our G-d.  The second commandment is about being in a right-relationship with our fellow man.  The second is impossible without the first.  And the first is impossible without accepting Yeshua’s sacrifice on your behalf.
If we love the L-rd as He instructed, obeying Torah will be much easier for us.  We are to obey Torah because we love the L-rd.  We do not keep Torah first and love the L-rd second.  Without the love of the L-rd, obedience turns into legalism.  If we love the L-rd, we won’t be troubled by those who do not agree with our views on Torah.  We will lovingly share, but we will not condemn.  
Do we love the way we’re supposed to?  If we would love the L-rd with all of our heart, soul, and might, there would be no divorce between believers, there would be no estrangement in believing families, there would be no conflict amongst believers, and there would be no politics in Messianic synagogues.  What about non-Messianic  synagogues you may wonder?  Our flesh cannot love in this way, we need to be led by G-d’s Spirit.  And the only way that G-d’s Spirit can reside in us today, is if we have received the forgiveness of sin through the sacrifice of Messiah Yeshua.  
VV 20-25 of Deut 6 provide instruction to the Israelites as to how to pass on the promises of G-d to their offspring.  The Mosaic law and the Suzerainty treaty contain provisions associated with the continuation of the covenant with future generations.  If we do not understand this aspect of the Mosaic law, we miss out on the method that G-d intends for us to use to teach our children about His love and His ways.  

The Parashah ends with G-d’s reason for making the Jews the chosen people.  They have been chosen not because of their great numbers, for they were fewest in number, but because G-d made promises to our forefathers and G-d wants the world to see that He is faithful to his people.  Our G-d is a promise keeping G-d, amen?  
This brings us to our Haftarah portion this evening, selected by the Rabbis based on Historical events – the destruction of the Temples, which is remembered on the 9th of Av on the Hebrew calendar.  This date is currently remembered by the Jewish people as a day of repeated calamities, but according to Zech 8:19, it may be one of the days that will be turned into a day of joy and cheerful feasting.  For 7 weeks after this day, the Rabbis have chosen what are called collectively the Haftorot of Consolation, beginning with this week’s portion, Isaiah 40, which starts out, Comfort ye, Comfort ye my people.

While Isaiah was born during the time of the divided Kingdom, the L-rd first warned and then allowed the Northern Kingdom to be overrun and most of what Isaiah wrote was a warning to the Southern Kingdom that they were going down the same road.  The first 39 chapters of Isaiah focus on the nation turning away from the L-rd.  Chapters 40 through 66 talk about the L-rd taking back his straying people by sending the suffering servant unto them, so that by his death, they might be restored.  And according to Romans 11, these relationship issues between the chosen people and their G-d result in blessing to the nations, to those who are not Jewish.  Romans 11:15 says, 

“For if their casting Yeshua aside means reconciliation for the world, what will their accepting him mean?  It will be life from the dead!” 

Isaiah 40 starts out Nachamu, Nachamu ami, Comfort and keep comforting my people.  The L-rd through Isaiah is telling the people that though they may soon find themselves in exile, they would yet in the future be dwelling in Jerusalem.
While these words are fulfilled through the Babylonian exile and return, these verses are being fulfilled today, and will ultimately be fulfilled in the return of the Messiah.  As we read earlier, in v 1, Jerusalem receives double words of consolation, just as she has received double punishment for all of her sins as it says in v 2.  Is this fair?  Luke 12:48 tells us, “To whom much is given, much is required.”
The glory of the L-rd will be revealed through the Jewish people as a testimony to the world.  The fleshly things will pass away, like the grass and the flower, they will die.  Good news will be proclaimed to Jerusalem from a high mountain.  What is the Good news?
G-d will come, his arm will rule for him, the arm of the L-rd, his reward, these are terms for the Messiah.  The cities of Judah will be told that their G-d is here.  And this time, his second coming, he will come with power and might.

According to v15, the nations are just a drop in a bucket.  This is to be contrasted with G-d, who has measured the amount of water in the seas.  The nations are like a grain of dust to be contrasted with the one who has measured all of the dust on the earth.

Israel is being told not to fear the nations and not to worship their idols.  VV 18-20 show that idols by comparison are way inferior to Israel’s G-d.  
The haftarah portion closes with G-d telling Israel to turn their eyes toward the heavens.  Look upward toward the one who controls all of the armies, both in Heaven and Earth.  Similarly in Luke 21:27-28, we are told when a battle takes place over Jerusalem after the time of the gentiles has been fulfilled, we are to look up, for our redemption draws near.
Let not our hearts be troubled as the day grows darker, for our redemption draws near.  May we experience the shalom, the peace of G-d, which passes all understanding, as we learn to trust even more in our creator, the Holy one of Israel.  Let us pray.
Maybe someone is here tonight and you have not been loving the L-rd your G-d, with all your heart, soul and might, but you would like to.  Will you receive Messiah, accept his sacrifice that brings forgiveness of sins, forgiveness for your unwillingness to do things G-d’s way before now.  Salvation and eternal life come not through your works or your righteousness, but through His.  
And we must deal with our sin problem before we can spend eternity in His presence.  Our time on this earth is but a blinking of an eye when compared to all of eternity yet to come.  Will you trust in the truth of the Scriptures, his written revelation to us?  Will you say yes to Him tonight?  
G-d of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, L-rd, I ask you to forgive me of my sins.  I ask Yeshua into my life right now.  I accept his sacrifice for me.  L-rd I thank you for forgiving my sins that I can spend the rest of eternity in Your presence. Thank you for the gift of your Holy Spirit dwelling in me, and for giving me new life in Messiah Yeshua, And I ask these things in the name of Messiah Yeshua, Amen.

Now I’d like to speak to those who have already accepted Yeshua as their Messiah.  Are you loving the L-rd with all your heart, soul and might?  Are his words written on your heart.  Have you put the L-rd first in your life, or do you have idols that have come first at this time in your life.  It’s easy to bow in front of the shrine of the Television, computer, cell phone, to make god second to your job, or pursuit of money, or even other seemingly worthwhile efforts.
Maybe you have issues with a neighbor, someone in your sphere of influence, a family member, a fellow congregant, Maybe you have been in the wilderness and you are ready to cross the Jordan and enter into the Promised Land, to enter into his rest.  Maybe the enemy has been tempting you in some area and you now realize that you have been trying to fight him off in your own strength.  1 John 4:4 tells us, He that is in us is greater than he that is in the world.  But we must trust in the L-rd and the truth of his word as the enemy and this world will try to tempt us with the stuff that they use to keep us from serving the L-rd with all of our heart, soul, mind and strength.  
I would ask right now that each of us ask the L-rd to reveal to us areas in our life that we need to change.  
L-rd, I ask you in the name of Yeshua to speak through your Spirit to those here who desire to make the changes that you want them to make in their lives.  L-rd, as we saw with Israel tonight, we desire that you use us to bless others.  To provoke them to want what we have.
L-rd, we desire to see change in our lives.  L-rd, I ask you to provide shalom in the marriages in this congregation.  L-rd, I ask you to make families whole, to bring about reconciliation in family relationships.  We ask that you would bless us in our workplaces, that you would enable those with jobs to do better at them and those looking for work to be able to find the job that you would have them to have.  I pray that we would represent you to those we come in contact with.  That the truth of your love would be manifest in our lives.  That you would bring people across our paths who do not know you and speak to them through us.  L-rd may we be willing vessels to be used for your purposes and to bring glory to you in the coming week and we ask these things in the name of Messiah Yeshua, amen.
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