Life In The Fast Lane
There’s been a lot of talk in the News lately about drawing a red line.  Tonight, we will find that God has drawn a red line, and it is the line of the blood of Messiah.  We cannot come into the presence of a Holy and Righteous God when we cross the line of sin, unless we are able to experience atonement for our sins.  Tonight, we will search the Scriptures as to how to obtain atonement for our sins.

In Isaiah 58:5, we read, Is such the fast that I have chosen?  The Lord is speaking through Yeshayahu ha Navi, Isaiah the Prophet, to His people, telling them that they are not fasting the way that he would have them to.  He goes on to say that they are not fasting in such a way that their voice will be heard on High.  I pray that tonight, as we enter into this day traditionally called Yom Kippur, our voice will be heard on high.  

We seek to better understand what we are instructed to do on this day, because we desire to know more about the One who established this day.  Let us go to him in prayer as we seek to better know and understand his heart for his people.  
There are a number of misconceptions about this day amongst our Jewish people and amongst the believing world in general.  I believe the adversary of our souls, HaSatan, has succeeded in confusing our people and the church world concerning what the High Holy days are all about.  High Holy days is a term that the Jewish people use for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  It also includes the 10 days in between known as the days of awe.
Some refer to these days as Jewish holidays, but a more accurate term based on Lev 23:2, would be the Lord’s Holy days.  They are called mo’aday Adonai in the Hebrew.  As most of you know, the word Adonai is a traditional way to pronounce the four Hebrew letters that represent God’s name.  Since we don’t know how to pronounce God’s name properly, rather than mispronounce it, the Jewish people substitute the Hebrew Adonai, which means my great master or my great Lord.  Out of reverence for his name, they do not write it either, and even put a dash in the English translations of it, using either G-d or L-rd.  
The phrase Mo’aday Adonai is sometimes translated as Feasts of the Lord, but when people today hear the word feast, they think of eating joyfully, so this would not be a good term to describe Yom Kippur, one of these special times that is observed by the Jewish people with fasting.  Mo’aday comes from the Hebrew word Mo’ayd, which means appointment or set time.  Mo’aday is merely the plural possessive combinative.  What that means is that a better translation of mo’aday Adonai would be Appointed Times of the Lord.  

The last Hebrew word in v2 of Lev 23 is mo’adai, these appointed times are called by the Lord, My appointed times.  These appointments have been established by the Lord as the special days that He has set aside to meet with His people.  I like to call them divine appointments.  They help us to remember what He has done for His people in the past, and how He has been faithful to the promises He has made to our forefathers.  Later, we will also see that these special times help us to better understand the redemptive work of the Messiah.

In this same verse, Lev 23:2, these appointments are called mik’ray kodesh, meaning holy convocations or sacred assemblies.  Kodesh means holy, these times are to be set apart unto the Lord because He is the one who has established them and He is Holy.  Mik’ray comes from the word karah, which means to call.  We are called to these divine appointments.  According to Strongs, Mik’ray also contains the idea of a rehearsal.  Every year we rehearse as we are called to assemble together on these days; as we reflect on how they have been fulfilled in the past, and as we await their ultimate fulfillment in the future.
Mo’adim and Mikray are both plurals. The singular, mo’ayd is not used in this chapter, suggesting that we are to think about these appointments as a group, that the fullest meaning is not found in any one particular set time, but the purpose for these days is better understood through our understanding of the 7 annual set times as a whole, with the weekly set time of the Sabbath included as well.  
Both mo’adim and mik’ray give us the concept of meetings, but mo’adim is more about the timing of the meetings, these meetings occur on specific days or in specific seasons on the Hebrew calendar.  Thus mo’adim is sometimes translated as seasons, such as we find in most translations, in Gen 1:14, regarding the explanation of one of the purposes for the creation of the sun, moon and stars.   
Mik’ray is more about who has called the meetings, and who has been called to come at the appointed times.  We have been called to these appointments by the Creator of the Universe.  We should not take them lightly. 
Now that we’ve seen that these times belong to the Lord, we need to understand how He would have us to observe them.  As I mentioned earlier, the enemy wants there to be all sorts of confusion about these days.  I would have to say he has been somewhat successful as many Jewish people are not aware of the Lord’s instructions concerning these days and many non-Jewish people do not feel that these days apply to them at all.  Tonight, we will try and remove any confusion, by going direct to the source, God’s instructions from His written word, concerning these days, primarily in Leviticus 23.
As we have discussed recently, the first of the High Holy days is traditionally called Rosh Hashanah, which means New Year, but according to the instructions of Lev 23:24, this day is to be observed on the first day of the 7th month.  It is a celebration of the 7th new moon of the year, and it is to be observed as a memorial of blowing of trumpets.  But the primary emphasis of this day for our Jewish people today, is as the New Year, which takes our focus away from the trumpet.  Yom Teruah as it is called in Num 29, the Day of the Trumpet blast, and Zichron T’ruah from Lev 23:24, the memorial of the Trumpet blast should have us remembering what the trumpet has meant for our people in the past, for example, accompanying the giving of the Torah; as well as contemplating what the trumpet will likely mean for our people in the future, as even the Rabbis tell us the sound of the shofar will accompany our future resurrection described in Daniel 12:2.
So do our people do any better in their observance of Yom Kippur today.  Yom Kippur translates to day of atonement, but if you were following along as we listened to the Kol Nidre chant, you did not see or hear Yom Kippur, but instead Yom Kippurim, which more accurately reflects the Hebrew of Lev 23.  Kippurim is a plural and means atonements.  And this is a very important distinction.  As we will discuss in more detail tomorrow, this day not only reminds us of the unrighteousness of the people, their need for atonement, but the High Priest first had to obtain atonement for himself because of his own uncleanness.  Even the High Priest falls short of God’s standard of righteousness. 
But for many of our people, the term High Priest sounds like something associated with Catholicism.  Our people don’t understand the importance of the work of the High Priest, because there is no longer a Temple where we can offer up the sacrifices.  I pray that one day our people will see that God provided his own son as the High Priest, who offered up himself as the once-and-for-all sacrifice for the sins of Israel and for the sins of all who would call upon him.  
Yeshua as High Priest, offered up his blood on the altar of the Heavenly Tabernacle, the perfect Tabernacle that is not made with human hands as it says in Heb 9:11.  But unlike the High Priests of old, he did not have to first offer up a sacrifice for his own sins, because he was without sin, which also made him a suitable sacrifice.  The sacrifice had to be without spot or blemish.  So we see that on this day, atonement has been accomplished by Yeshua’s sacrifice and atonement is made available to all who would call upon Messiah Yeshua.  It is indeed a day of atonements.
As we seek to understand the truths of God’s word tonight, we seek an understanding of what the Lord would have each one of us to do individually as well as what he would have us to do as a community.  
According to the instructions in Lev 23, beginning in verse 26, the Day of Atonements is to be observed on the 10th day of the 7th month.  On this day, initem et naf’shotachem, we are to humble ourselves, deny ourselves, afflict our souls depending on the translation used.  The Rabbis have concluded, based on a form of Hebrew poetry used in Isaiah 58 called parallelism, that fasting is one way to afflict one’s soul.  In a parallelism, the same idea is repeated, but different words are used.  For example, Isa 9:5 says in the Jewish Scriptures, For a child is born unto us, A son is given unto us.  This is an example of parallelism.  Isaiah goes on to say in this verse that this child will be called among other things, God the Mighty, and the Everlasting Father, which is why we believe this is a prophecy about the coming of God in human form, Yeshua the Messiah.
In Judaism, most fast by abstaining completely from food and drink for 24 hours.  As believers, whether we fast or not as a means of afflicting our souls is between us and the Lord.  Health considerations may also affect whether a person decides to fast or not, or how extensive their fast may be.  
A Jewish child is not expected to fast until after the Bar or Bat Mitzvah, the rite of passage that takes place at the age of 12 or 13, though we encouraged our children to give up dessert or something that would give them an idea of what the adults were doing.
In addition to fasting, what else do we do to afflict the soul?  There was once a time when leather shoes were much more comfortable and pleasurable to wear than other types of shoes.  As a result, some Jewish people avoid wearing leather shoes on this day.  We also seek to avoid all forms of pleasure and entertainment.  We are denying fleshly needs so that we might be able to see more clearly that which is not of the flesh, the spiritual, the eternal.  
Also this day is traditionally observed with solemnity as we contemplate our eternal destiny, but as believers, with appropriate reverence, we are also rejoicing, knowing that our sins are forgiven and that our eternal destiny is sure.  But still, as my grandmother would tell you, it is not appropriate to wish somebody a Happy Yom Kippur.  The greeting used on this day is Good Yontif, which is a traditional way of saying Good Yom Tov, Yom Tov literally means Good day, but is a traditional term for a Holy Day.  Some will also say L’shana Tova wishing a good year ahead or G’mar Khatimah Tova, May you be sealed for a good year.
There is also a tradition amongst some Jewish leaders and congregants to wear white on this day as we do here.  Tonight, I am wearing a kittel.  This is a white garment with no pockets, representative of the garment the High Priest would wear on this day.  White represents purity and humility.  Wearing white is also connected with forgiveness of sins as described in Isaiah 1:18.  

Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord; though you’all’s sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.  This passage was addressing Israel as a community.
In Judaism, other than sleeping, this Holy Day is observed in the synagogue, starting with the Kol Nidre service in the evening and then having 4 more services throughout the following day.  The final service is called Neilah, which means closing.  Tomorrow, we will have a closing service starting at 4:00 p.m.
As we seek to understand what the Lord would have us to do on this day, we are seeking our own understanding individually and as a community.  As for the larger church world, some are taking more and more of an interest in God’s appointed times, and we can help them with the benefit of our experience, but it is not our calling, nor our responsibility to convince people that these days are for them.  The Scriptures tell us in Col 2:16, “So don’t let anyone pass judgment on you in connection with eating and drinking, or in regard to a festival, or a new moon, or a Shabbat.  We should not be judged by others as to how we observe these days, and we should not judge others for how they observe them or even in some cases, fail to observe them.  
We can easily find ourselves keeping these days as simply a legalistic observance, but that is not what they are supposed to be about.  Yeshua rebuked the legalism of the Pharisees in Matt 23:23 because they were worrying about tithes on the smallest herbs – mint, dill and cumin, while neglecting the weightier matters of the law.  

These appointed times are just earthly representations, they give us types and shadows of how these days will be fulfilled when Messiah returns to take up his throne in Jerusalem.  When the New Covenant will be in effect in all its fullness, when the Abrahamic covenant will be fulfilled, when the Davidic covenant will be fulfilled.  When all of God’s promises become a reality to the Jewish people and to all who share in the belief of the Jewish Messiah.  
Let’s take a closer look for just a moment at Isaiah Chapter 58.  In v2, the Lord describes Israel as thinking they are doing the right thing.  It says, “Yet they seek me daily, they delight to know My ways, and it goes on to say that they have obeyed his instructions as a nation.  Sounds good, doesn’t it?  But in v3, we find a parallelism as the people complain that they have fasted, but the Lord hasn’t seen it, they have afflicted their soul, and the Lord does not take note.  The Lord responds, “In the day of your fast, you pursue your business, and exact all your labours.  You fast not this day so as to make your voice to be heard on high.”  In other words, they are fasting to make it appear that they are seeking the Lord, but they continue in their worldly pursuits.  We find that as their hunger increases, there is increased strife and fighting.  I hope this won’t be the case with any of us here.  
In v5, the Lord condemns the fleshly fast, to bow low, to spread sackcloth and ashes, to put on a big show that the person is fasting.  Vv 6&7 describe the fast that the Lord would choose -- To loosen the control of wickedness, to let the oppressed go free, to give bread to the hungry, to provide shelter to the homeless, to give clothing to those who are naked.  In general, the Lord wants a fast that seeks something other than our own selfish needs.  Yeshua said something similar in Matt 25, when he said if you do something to those who are the outcasts of society, the stranger, the poor who may be hungry or thirsty, the sick, the imprisoned, it is as though you have done it for me. 
Yeshua also said in Matt 6:16-18

16 Now when ye fast, don’t go around looking miserable, like the hypocrites.  They make sour faces so that people will know they are fasting.  Yes, I tell you, they have their reward already.
17 But you, when you are fasting, wash your face, and groom yourself,
18 so that no will know you are fasting --  except your Father, who is with you in secret.  Your father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.

This describes the way we are supposed to fast as believers.  We don’t fast to impress others.  When we fast, we should not have an appearance that would cause people to know that we are fasting.  Fasting is described by Yeshua as being between us and the Lord.  
Fasting without a sad countenance should be easier for us as believers.  We are not fasting to have our sins forgiven.  And we are not here just hoping that our repentance will be sufficient to cause the Lord to forgive us.  We who have accepted the sacrifice of Yeshua know with certainty that our sins have been forgiven.  Because the Scriptures, both the Jewish Scriptures in Isaiah 53:10 for example, and the New Covenant Scriptures teach us that atonement is granted based on the perfect sacrifice of our Messiah, not by our own efforts.  
This reveals that the traditional Jewish view of the 10 days of awe being the last chance to have our names written in the Book of life for the coming year is not consistent with the Scriptures.  
This view says that we can earn our salvation by our good works, but the Hebrew Scriptures tell us in Psalm 14, that the Lord looked from heaven upon mankind, and concluded that there is none that doeth good, no, not one.  Isaiah describes human goodness as being equivalent to the uncleanness of a corrupt or dirty garment.  

Repentance (T’shuvah), Prayer (T’fila), and Charity (Tzedaka) which are emphasized in the 10 days are all good things, but there is only one way that atonement can be obtained.  According to Lev 17:11, the blood of the sacrifice is to be offered upon an altar, and that is exactly where Yeshua’s blood was offered up for us according to Heb 9:24.  Yeshua offered his blood on the Heavenly altar of the heavenly tabernacle as the sacrifice that makes atonement available to all mankind, Jew or gentile.  Our only part is to decide whether to accept or reject the gift of Yeshua’s sacrifice on our behalf.  
We fast on this day in obedience to the sovereign King who has instructed us as a people to afflict our souls for one 24-hour period out of every year.  We fast because we identify with, and ask for forgiveness for, the sins of the nation of Israel.  We intercede that they might look upon the one who was pierced as it says in Zech 12:10, and come to understand that atonement comes only by way of the sacrifice of Messiah Yeshua.  We fast because it is the sin of each and every one of us that made Yeshua’s sacrifice necessary.  We fast because the observance of Yom Kippurim is to be as it says in Lev 23:31, a statute for ever throughout our generations in all our dwellings.
The observant Jewish person will go to synagogue and confess their sins on this day.  Some will beat their chests as they say the Al Chet, which we will say in our services in just a few moments and tomorrow as well.  They also will recite the Ashamnu, which means We are guilty.  
Both of these prayers are recited communally – Forgive us, We are guilty, which is in keeping with the original purpose of the day, the national day of atonement for the nation of Israel.  In the traditional Jewish High Holy day services, there is an awareness of our tendency to not follow the ways of God, and to acknowledgement this as a community, but there is not nearly as much of an awareness of how individual Jewish people as well as all mankind, regularly sin by rebelling against the ways of the Lord, and regularly need individual atonement.  Not just on one day or in one season, but throughout the year.  
While some Jewish people go to the synagogue and say the Al Chet and the Ashamnu, there are also secular Jewish people who sometimes don’t even believe in God.  Their Jewishness is seen mostly from a cultural or familial background.   
May both the observant and the secular come to understand that the God of Abraham, Isaac & Jacob has provided the atonement for sin through the sacrifice and shed blood of his Son, Yeshua.  
Getting back to the instructions in Lev 23.  We are also instructed in this passage to bring an offering made by fire to the Lord.  Coming into God’s presence always required an offering as an acknowledgment that our blessings come from Him by His grace.  Special offerings were established for each of the divine appointments.
In Lev 23:29, the penalty for not afflicting one’s soul on Yom Kippurim is being cut off from our people and no longer being a part of the community of the descendants of Abraham, Isaac & Jacob, thereby losing access to the promises that God made to the Jewish forefathers.  In v30, the Lord says that he will destroy any soul that violates the prohibition against work on this day.  V31 says it is to be a Sabbath of Rest.  No work is to be done and it is to be an everlasting statute, like most of the other appointed times of Lev 23.  

These days are to be kept forever, because they are divinely ordained appointments, when the Creator of the Universe desires to meet with His people.  Who are his people?  First, they are physical Israel, with whom these appointments were originally made.  But now, all believers in Messiah Yeshua are invited as they join with and become a part of the commonwealth of Israel as Paul describes it in Ephesians 2:12.  
Here’s another  example of why these appointments are important to the believer today.  God has chosen to use these appointed times to paint a picture for us of his plan for the redemption of Israel and of all mankind.  
In Matt 5:17, Yeshua said, he came not to destroy the law and the prophets, but to fulfill.  Yeshua fulfilled the Spring Feasts through His death, burial and resurrection.   He was offered up as our Passover lamb on Passover.  He was buried in a tomb outside of Jerusalem as he took on the sins of all mankind during the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  
His resurrection occurred on the Feast of Firstfruits, and Seven weeks after Firstfruits comes the Feast of Weeks.  On this day, the Ruach HaKodesh, the Holy Spirit was sent by Messiah to be our comforter since Yeshua was no longer physically with us.  
That brings us to the fall feasts, beginning with the 5th of the 7 annual mo’adim, Yom Teruah, sometimes called the Feast of Trumpets.  Many think this feast will be fulfilled by Yeshua’s physical return to this Earth.
The divine appointment we observe today, the 6th annual mo’ayd, the Day of Atonements, represents the day when the nation of Israel’s sins were dealt with.  We will talk about the ritual that would bring atonement for the nation, as described in Leviticus 16, in detail tomorrow.  
Also tomorrow, we will conclude the Day of Atonement with a single final trumpet blast, and some think this could be the trumpet blast that accompanies the return of the Messiah that we read about in Isaiah 27:13; Zech 9:14; Matt 24:31, 1 Cor 15:52 and 1 Thess 4:16.  Or the final trump of 1 Cor 15:52 could be referring to the final trumpet blast that is sounded at the end of the Day of Atonement, which could be fulfilled in the final judgment described in Dan 7:10 and in Rev 20:12.
This final judgment is where the Books are opened and those who have not been written in the Book of Life are cast into the Lake of Fire (Rev 20:15) for all eternity (Dan 12:2; Rev 20:10).  As we have already seen, there is only one way to have our names written in the Book of Life.  It is by accepting the blood sacrifice of the Messiah, having our hearts circumcised, receiving forgiveness for our sins and partaking of God’s final renewal of the covenants that He has made with the Jewish people. 
The final annual appointment of Lev 23 is Chag Sukkot, the Feast of Tabernacles, the 7-day observance of the 7th festival.  It is thought by many believers that Tabernacles will be fulfilled by Yeshua through a 1000-year reign described in the Scriptures, when he will tabernacle among men once again, this time as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  
May we find time to meet with Him during these divine appointments, these set times, these rehearsals that He has established for us.  May we come to an even greater understanding of the role of Messiah in God’s plan of redemption through our participation in these observances that our Creator has ordained and established.  May He be glorified through our trusting obedience.  May we be light to a lost and dying world as we acknowledge him as King of King and Lord of Lords.
May our Jewish people come to understand the full significance of the Feast of Trumpets, may they see that Yeshua is the only way to have atonement, May they accept his sacrifice on their behalf and have their names inscribed in the Lamb’s Book of life.
May our hunger on this day be a hunger to please our Heavenly Father, to know Him better and to walk more closely with Him in the days ahead.  May our voices be heard on high this day.  May our fast indeed be a fast that you, Lord, have chosen.  Amen. 
The Jewish people talk a great deal about sin during the High Holy days, many of the prayers are about acknowledging our sinfulness, our falling short of the standard of a righteous and Holy God.  But God sent his son Yeshua, who would be both our High Priest and our guilt offering that brings forgiveness of sins.  Yeshua came to fulfill the promise of the New Covenant that Jeremiah described to our people.  We read of this B’rit Chadashah in Jeremiah 31, beginning in v 31.  In v 34, the Lord tells us about the fulfillment of the renewed covenant, He says For I will forgive their iniquity and their sin will I remember no more.
Let Us Pray

Lord, we thank you that in your mercies, your rachamim, you forgive our sins and cleanse us from all righteousness.  We thank you that you allowed your son to shed his blood as our kippur, our eternal covering.  We thank you that he was without spot or blemish, that he was sinless, so he could be our sacrifice, and through His sacrifice, he makes atonement available to us.  We thank you that you desire to enter into a covenant relationship with each one of us, that we can experience the promises given to Israel, by accepting Messiah and becoming a part of the commonwealth of Israel.

Lord, I pray that any who are not sure that their sins are forgiven, that you would speak to them by your Spirit right now and let them know that by confessing that Yeshua is their sin sacrifice and believing with their hearts that You raised Him from the dead, their sins can be forgiven and they can be seen as righteous in your sight.  Help them to understand that they are no better or worse than any of us here, because we all need the Messiah’s sacrifice for our atonement.  We all need your Spirit to reveal to us your truths and to help us to walk in them.  
I want to ask with every head bowed and every eye closed if there is anyone out there who has not accepted Messiah, but you realize now that you need his atoning blood that was sprinkled on the heavenly altar to have your sins forgiven.  
Tonight, you can know without a doubt that your name is written in the Book of life, and all you have to do is raise your hand to say I want to accept Yeshua as my Messiah, my atonement, is there anyone? 
Lord, I ask you to forgive me of my sins.  
I receive atonement


based on Yeshua’s sacrifice on my behalf.  

I Thank you for circumcising my heart.  Thank you for allowing me 

to enter into the New Covenant with you.  

Thank you for putting 
your Ruach HaKodesh, your Holy Spirit 

within me 
to reveal your truths in my life.  
Thank you for writing my name 
in the Book of Life.  And I ask you 

and I thank you 
for all these things 
in Messiah Yeshua’s name, Amen.

Lord, we thank you that Messiah has risen from the dead and his resurrection served as the firstfruits of the resurrection that we will one day experience.  Lord, we thank you for forgiving us of our sins and we ask you to help us to forgive those that have hurt us and to be willing to ask forgiveness for those we have hurt.  We ask that you would reveal to us how we may have wronged our fellow man, or our spouses or other family members.  We ask that you would help us to humbly ask for forgiveness and to make things right.  
Lord, we ask you to search our hearts to remove anything in our lives that does not line up with your will.  Lord, we desire to take the pride that keeps us from hearing you and cast it down that we might be humble servants that you can use.  Lord we thank you for this day when we afflict our souls and look inward and find what may be keeping us from serving you as you desire.  May we continue to strive to walk closer to you and to do a better job of loving one another.  Lord, we humbly ask these things in the name of Messiah Yeshua, Amen.
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