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The following was not prepared as a written sermon, but rather notes from which the sermon was preached.  It is therefore more of an outline with scriptures, and is better studied than read.  Please feel free to contact me at  pastor@nccofmarion.com with questions or comments.  May God richly bless you as you study His Word.



Acts 6:1-10:  Powerful things of God.  Being filled with the Holy Spirit. Healings, mighty works in the name of the Lord.
1. Suffering can be profitable
I Peter 4:19.  So then, those who suffer according to God's will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good.
Job

What was the greatest event of suffering in history?  What was the greatest good ever done in history?   The Cross!
When you are suffering you have a choice: to become bitter or better – you decide.
Reasons we suffer:

Glory of God - John 9

 1.  As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 

 2.  His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" 

 3.  "Neither this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, "but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life. 

Sin in a general sense.

The bible discloses a close relationship between sickness and sin.  The wages (ultimate consequences) of sin is death.  Sickness lies between sin and death.  Sickness is the sequel to sin and the prologue to death.
Sin in a specific sense:
NIV 1 Corinthians 11:27-32

27.  Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 

 28.  A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. 

 29.  For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. 

 30.  That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have fallen asleep. 

 31.  But if we judged ourselves, we would not come under judgment. 

 32.  When we are judged by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will not be condemned with the world. 

Determine to use sickness for your good and the glory of God.
Seek the Lord as to His purpose in allowing this sickness.

16.  Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. 

 17.  If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. 

 18.  But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up."

13.  Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. Is anyone happy? Let him sing songs of praise. 

 14.  Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. 

 15.  And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. 

 16.  Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.

2. There is a place in the economy of God for healing

Matthew 9

 1.  Jesus stepped into a boat, crossed over and came to his own town. 

 2.  Some men brought to him a paralytic, lying on a mat. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, "Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven." 

 3.  At this, some of the teachers of the law said to themselves, "This fellow is blaspheming!" 

 4.  Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, "Why do you entertain evil thoughts in your hearts? 

 5.  Which is easier: to say, `Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, `Get up and walk'? 

 6.  But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins. . . ." Then he said to the paralytic, "Get up, take your mat and go home." 

NIV Matthew 8:14-17

14.  When Jesus came into Peter's house, he saw Peter's mother-in-law lying in bed with a fever. 

 15.  He touched her hand and the fever left her, and she got up and began to wait on him. 

 16.  When evening came, many who were demon-possessed were brought to him, and he drove out the spirits with a word and healed all the sick. 

 17.  This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah: "He took up our infirmities and carried our diseases." 

3. Everything good has obstacles to overcome

-- King James

Luke 16:16  The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it.

-- American Standard

Luke 16:16  The law and the prophets were until John: from that time the gospel of the kingdom of God is preached, and every man entereth violently into it. 

-- New International

Luke 16:16  "The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John. Since that time, the good news of the kingdom of God is being preached, and everyone is forcing his way into it. 

Opposition to the ministry of Jesus.

4. Faith is rewarded

NIV Mark 9:19-24

19.  "O unbelieving generation," Jesus replied, "how long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy to me." 

 20.  So they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth. 

 21.  Jesus asked the boy's father, "How long has he been like this?"   "From childhood," he answered. 

 22.  "It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him. But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us." 

 23.  "`If you can'?" said Jesus. "Everything is possible for him who believes." 

 24.  Immediately the boy's father exclaimed, "I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!" 

NIV Matthew 8:13

13.  Then Jesus said to the centurion, "Go! It will be done just as you believed it would." And his servant was healed at that very hour. 

NIV Mark 11:22-24

 22.  "Have  faith in God," Jesus answered. 

 23.  "I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, `Go, throw yourself into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it will be done for him. 

 24.  Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours. 

5. Healing (all blessings – salvation, filling of Holy Spirit, an overcoming life) is based on faith

Hebrews 11

 1.  Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 

NIV Hebrews 11:6
6.  And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him

Did You believe before you were saved?  So many people want to be saved, but they want to feel saved first.  There never was a man who felt saved before he believed.  God’s plan is always the following:  John 11:40  Then Jesus said, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?"
I believe that God wants to bring us all to a place of unwavering faith and confidence in Him.  The plan of God is so marvelous that if you will only believe, and not doubt in your heart, all things are possible.
6. Why wait?
We began with Steven being full of faith and of the Holy Spirit.  What does it mean to be full of faith and of the Holy Spirit?  In the early days of the church the people who did the work of the ministry were all full of the Holy Spirit.  I am hungry that I may be more full so as to be used more mightily in the service of my Husband King.  The greatest qualification is to be filled with the Holy Spirit.  Need more love – then you need more of the Holy Ghost.

The Holy Spirit could do mighty things through Steven because he was full of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit can do mighty things through you if you are filled with the Holy Spirit.  The world needs the true expression of Christ by a church that is full of people full of the Holy Spirit of God.   Seek God  that He will  fill you today.
.
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